The Time has come to create a
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ACTIONS WITH PoLimics SCIENCE
SYMPATHY WITH WITH
AND EMPATHY ETHICS SPIRITUALITY

To reinforce our nation-
alism and to be in unison
with what we should be
striving for as a nation
and as a country. This
manifesto  has  drawn
upon the principles en-
shrined in the Pream-
ble of the Constitulion
which pilots our destiny.

“WETHE GUY-
AMESE PEOPLE, Froud
heirs of the indomitable
will of our forebears, in
a spirit of reconciliation
and cooperation, pro-

claim this Constitution
in order to:

Safeguard and build on
the rich heritage, won
through tireless struggle,
bequeathed us by our
forebears;

Affirm our soversignty,
our independence and
our indissolubility; Forge
a system of governance
that pro- motes con-
certed effort and broad-
based participation in
national  decision-mak-
ing in order to develop

h our Manifesto Stands

Religion

With

Tolerance

a viable economy and a
harmonious communily
based on democratic val-
ues, social justice, fun-
damental human rights,
and the rule of law;"

The aforemen-
tioned quote taken from
the Preamble of Consti-
metion of the Coopera-
tive Republic of Guyana
is the platform on which
the core Pillars of the
United Republican Party
Rest. Our four Core Fil-
lars are:

The URP Vision for Democracy in Guyana

By any measure, de-
mocracy can be de-
scribed as a govemning
svstem in which the
central power is vested
with the voting popula-
tion, In such a system/
government and the of-
ficials that make such a
government are legally
and morally obligated
to attend to the needs
of its citizens. By ex-
tension, in a democratic
SYSIEM, SUpreme power
is vested in the people
and exercised directly
by the people or by
their elected represen-
tatives under a free and
fair electoral system.
Singe our independence
in May 1966, Guyanese
have not really had a
chanice to experience a
prolonged pericd of sta-
ble democratic govern-
ment. The PNC, when
in power, has abolished
the basic elements of
democracy in its quest

to build the Burnhamite
dictatorship. The PPP
came into office amid
a great deal of national
and international sup-
port in 1992, The ex-
pectation was that with
the democratic opening
that occurred after the
1992 elections, PPP
leaders would recon-
struct the fragile Gury-
anese political system
to create institutions
that would ensure that
a democratic political
order would be estab-
lished. However, the
opportunity to do so has
been woefully squan-
dered by the ruling PPP,
which today mimics in
many ways the actions
of the dictatorial Burn-
hamite PNC, now call-
ing itself APNU, The
ruling party, the PPP-C
continues to govern by
the same undemocratic
means. Much of this
leadership style, which

is clearly transparent
under the leadership
of President Donald
Ramotar is guided by a
socialist desire to cen-
tralize political control.
In reality, the policies
of the PPP have served
to benefit a small group
of loyal PPP supporters,
while the majority of
the Guyanese people
still live in poverty.

The failure of the PPP
under President Don-
ald Ramotar to build a
sustainable democra-
cy in Guyana is com-
pounded by a number
of factors, all of which
have contributed to the
erosion of a democratic
tradition in this voung
nation, Included among
these factors are pref-
erential treatment for
loyal party supporers,
widening gap between
rich and poor, a failed
education system, out
migration of skilled

people, increased drug
trafficking and money
laundering, widespread
cormuption, and a very
vindictive govern-
ment that considers all
NON-SUPPOTIETS a5 ene-
mies of the ruling party.
Taday, the PPP remains
a minority government
which refuses to rec-
ognize the fact that its
cormupt ways will come
to an end after the May
2015 general elections.
Democracy cannot be
established in Guyana
unless the PPP is re-
maved from office. In-
stead, Guyvananeeds a
government that
provide hope for the
future, trust in its
people and stability 1
government, It is only
then can we begin to
establish a governing
system that will work

to- wards secur-
ing he social,
po- litical and

economic interests of
ALL Guyanese.

The United Republi-
can Party (URP) will
work with any political
party in Guyana after
the general election
to support, build and
establish democratic
ingtitutions that will
serve the interests of all
of Guyana's citizens,
The URP will work
with other local and
regional organizations,
inter-, , national or-

ga- nizations and
sup- M port groups,
and

democratic path, a
path where a working
democracy will create
conditions in our so-
ciety that will enable
all Guyanese to help
transform our society
into one that recogmizes
the greal potential of
its citizens. More im-
portantly, the LIEP will
continue 1o work with
ils 2rass roots support
o build such a
system from

the



Fellow Guyanese, Broth-
ars  and Sisters. 1 am
proud to be the Presi-
dential Candidate for the
United Republican Party
(URF); T believe Guy-
apa at this juncture in its
| poditical life cycle must
put the necessary ele-
ments in place to move
our beloved country out
of five decades of Social,
Ecomomic, and Political
strife that has impeded

our country’s develop-
ment.

Against this backdrop
myself and members of
the executive of the Unit-
ed Republican Farty have
crafted a theme which
we believe will charter a
course of prosperity amd
rencwed vigor and vital-
ity among all Guyanese,
regardless. of Ethnicity,
Class, Social Strata, Sex-
ual orientation, Gender

and Natural ambition.
Our Vison is for Guy-
ana to be transformed
into a Modern and Safe
Country. Myself and col-
leagues have gome the
distance to conceptualize
this New Vision in an im-
pacting conftext that will
cause 3 metamorphosis
in ideological thinking,
perceptions and appli-
cation to profile whe
we are as a people.

Under the umbrella of a
Modern and Safe Guy-
ana, Guyanese will once
again begin to change
who we are as a nation
that is disillusioned, to
who we should be as
a country with wision.
As [ lead this team of
enthusiastic, young,
and smart Guyanese,
I am convinced that
the United Republican
Party has all the ac-

cruements to the

maold this nation

into the mod-

ern vision we all

seek. Into a place where
we all can once again
begin to live and not
merely exist

I urge you 0o come aufl
on May 11, 2015 and
exercise  your  fran-
chise In a manner that
will impact our future
as individuals, set the

grounds for our future §
generation and solidis
fy our beloved nation
once again as one Peo-
ple, One Nation and
(e Destiny.

Vishnu Bandhu
Presidential
Candidate

Message from the Prime Minis-
terial Candidate of the United
Republican Party (URP)

It is indeed an hon-
or and privilege to
be nominated by
the United Repub-
lican Party (URP)
as the Prime Min-
isterial Candidate
for the Upcoming
General & Region-
al Elections sched-

ule for May 11,
2015,
As vour Prime

Ministerial Candi-
date I realize that

my parliamentary
responsibility in
terms of leading
parliament is piv-
otal to the effective
functioning of one
of the major arm
of government. As
deeply as 1 honor
this responsibility
I also look forward
to  serving every
ones interest in a
fair and democrat-
ic manner.

As  one of the
Youngest Prime
Ministerial Candi-
dates nominated by
any political party
for this election, I
heartened by
the fact that vouths
can now be assured
that they have a
voice in the highest
decision making
forum of Guyana.

I pledge to cham-
pion the cause of

arm

youths and to en-
sure that legisla-
thons and laws that
direct impact youth
and youth devel-
opment are tabled
parallel with other
pressing economic,
social and admin-
istrative bills.

I want to initiate
adequate  involve-
ment and partici-
pation of our youth
in the social, eco-

nomic '.ll'ld}
cultural life
of Guvana;
EMCcCOWr-

aging na-
tional  un-
derstanding and

participation
AMOng young peo-
ple and reflecting
all notions and ex-
cuses for racism,
while fostering in-
dividual and sound
discipline among

youths which is plat
formed by sound
religious and moral
values. Thank you
your nomination.

Brandon J. Jones
Prime Ministerial
Candidate

achieve the following:

- Laumch an Economic Stimulus
Program that will bring relief to a wide
cross section of Guyanese

- Initiate a Poverty Eradication
Program (PEF).

B Infroduce Linemployment benafits

backed by Technical & Vocational
Training; and Retraining.

- Ensure that existing established laws

are enforced

- Initiate Constitutional Reform

- Commence reform of the National
Insurance Scheme (MIS)

URP FIRST 90 DAYS IN GOVERNMENT

The United Republican Party First 90 Days in Office will aspire to




Vishnu Bandhu

Brandon Jones

Prime Ministerial Candidate

- To present to Guya-
nese a manifesto that encap-
sulates programimes thas will
miove the Guyaness econamy
in o positive direction.

. To set up, at all lev-
els, government that will en-
sure that the basic needs of
modern living. namely, food,
portable water, shelter, prima-
ry health care, electric power
access, road/waterways, base
education  (literacy/numer-
acyfskilll, recreationtsocial
amenities information/public
enlightenment, among others
are available in a fair and just
manner to all Guyanese;

. To promote  self-
rellance through active and
peactical encoursgement of
small and medium scale in

dustrial initiatives, handicraft
and agricublure;

. To establish a policy

of poverty eradication
through active government
Intervention in youth training
which will directly impact
youth unemployment and re-
dundancy;

* To protect, promaote
and elevate the status of wom-
anhood ”tl’l:'l.lgh yarions de-
liberate equalization methods
such as equal salary for equal
employment;

* To provide benefit
foor pensioners, the elderdy,
the handicapped, widows and
unemployed;

* To protect the rights
and privileges of children,
inclading the wnborn child,
through appropriate legisla-
tions and welfare schemes;

* To represent the in-
terest of the Guyanese mass-
ex by participation in key
and strategic sectors of the

OBJECTIVES

economy eg. sugar and the
sugar industry, rice trade
and marketing aggressine
pursuit of nontraditional g
riculture products; tebecom-
munications; housing fiscal!
monetary control; scientific
research and technological
development specifically re-
lated 10 developing non- tra-
ditional sectors in relations to
mining, etc.

. Tor create a hospita-
ble private ssctor atrosphere
for manufacturing and pro-
duction business 1o thrive
and prosper in Guyana; while
ensuring  proper  profection
for bocal industries and man-
ufactures.

* To provide leader-
ship, strategic and cconomic
support {where appropriate
and ]:l-:mtihiu] o Gu:r‘ul'mgu in

the Diaspora;
* To  honer  inter-
national tre-aties, support

and promote  ntermational
co- operation between and
among friendly nations and
contribute  socially, caltur-
ally and economically to the
maintenance of world

peace and order.

- To defend the terri-
torial integrity and unity of
the Cooperative Republic of
Giuyana.

Ll Ta

;R_‘I!ive]:.- -

trench, encourage and regard

observance of the nations
ethical values and morality,
especially truth, justice, hon-
esty, equity, and the fear of
God,

" T wage an ldeclog-
ical. maoral, constitutional/
legal war against corrupt
practices, ethnicity and in-
discipline in private and pub-
lic life;

* Tes undertake all in-
movalive activities that would
climinate or reduce practic-
es, misery and uncertainty,
foster Biberty; enhance con

fidence, inculcate patriotism
and nationalism, galvanize
national unity and increase
the quantam of happiness
ANy [;ujrm‘m:iu.

* Tor enhance primary
hea-lth care especially to the
hinterland areas with specific
emphasis on Amerindian vil-

lages and other settlements
nedt readily accessible.

* Enhancing  com-
pulsory basic education cs-
pecially to the hinterland
areas with ﬁpuciﬁc e|'||.|.'t||.a:si:.
on Amerindian villages and
other settlements not readily
accessible.

. To sponsor sclentif-
ic research for technological
development in agriculiure,
mining and tropical diseases
affecting Guyana;

. To undertake any
other activities or programs
that would usher in positive
change for the lasting beneht
of all Guyanese.

As a nation we have come
to the crossroad of our
future and that of our fu-
here generations. This is a
significant time, a tarning
point, and we are hene be-
cause maost of our cltizens
are disillusioned.
Disillusioned, mot because
of what we have become
as a nation, bat becawse
we know where we should
he as a country. Our failed
economy gives Guyana a
un:il.]ue chance o confront
persistent challenges and
the many Constitution-
al and structural defects
in our Constitution. Our
country, after five decades
of purposeless drift, Guy-
ana must now set itsell o
the important tasks and
higher goals of facing up
to the painful trith; to
correct Constitutional
and structural imbalanc-
es; o remove Govern-
ment  erected  barrlers
against self-reliance and
allow economic emanci-
pation for all; o replace a
simuggling economy with
a vibrant and progress
econamy; without which
development will contin-
ue i elude vs as a
people and a na.
tiom,

The United
Republi-

vision
is o re-
move  all
persons
and political

persuasions who has culti-
vated, grow and continue
to purture this culture. The
Party plautform is to present
i all Guyanese a vision for
a Modern and Safe Guyana.
Ensuring all people of this
country have a chance to
live combortable. The URP
is cerfain this reflecis the
views of countless Guyancse
all across our country, who
beligve im Politics with Eth-
ics; Religion with Tolerance;
Action with ‘?}'mpﬂ.lh}' and
Empathy: and Science with
Spirituality.

This platform makes it clear
that we are the party that is
willing to put partisan poli-
lies, racism, social and cul-
tural differences aside, and
concentrate on gur country’s
development. We are the par-
1y that fellews its bold words
with baold deeds A party you
can believe and & party that
puts Ceod first.

The URF has a special calling
— to advance the principles
of freedom, dismantle gov-
ermance that has raped our
country and the dignity and
worth of every individual By

so dodng the URP believes
these principles form the
foundation of both an
agenda for Guyana over
the next five years and
the platform for our par-
ty. They point s toward
reforms in government, a
restoration of Jost values,
and & renewal of our Na-
tional Motte — One Peo-
ple, One MNation and One
Deestiny.

Crar party is aware of the
challenges Facing our coun-
try. After decades of bitter
division in national poli-
thcs, economdc wealth and
racism, our party will bring
people together, using the
wery things that divide us
a5 a powerful force for uni-
ty, healthy competition and
development, call-ing all
cilizens Lo coimmen goals
in terms of a party that will
ensure we lead a govern-
ment that is all inchusive,
where economic wealth (s
equitably distributed, and
where we can move away
from  identifving  each
other my ethnicity rath-
er than by nationality. To
bongstanding  challenges
the URP bring a modern
perspective and arigi.

Program

(PEP).

The United Republican
Party (URP) would be
dedicated and
ted once electad as the
new government of the
May 11, 2015 General
Elections. As the govern-
ment of the Cooperative
Fepublic of Guyana the
URP will institute policies
designed o bring relief

COmTil-

to the uﬂ"mu:un:r and o
assist in eradicating pov-
erty. The main parpose of
the proposed economic
stimulus package will be
(5] EI'IL'I.II.II'!HE COnsumer
spending and  gradually
increasing the standard of
liwing of all Guyanese. We
at URP believe with in-
crease consumers spend-
ing on locally produced
goods and services, stim-
ulation and Encourage
ment of indusirialization

EcoNnoMiC

STiMmuLUSs PROGRAM

will emerge in an attempt to
supply the Increase in de-
mand for 1{,I.II.H.1¥ el AErVices;
this would result in creating
new and explosive employ-
ment opportunities, hence re-
cession can be reversed.

The Ecomomic Stimulus Pack

ape {ESP) for Guyana will be
tabled after elections in the
11th Parlfament by the Unit-
ad R.n‘.‘]:ll.l.l:lli\'_‘ﬂl'l P:lrl:r I:UF'.F':I.
The package will be designed
with the intention to quickly
jump-start Guyanas econom-
ic growth, create thousands of
new jobs, with an aim of of-
fering relief to the thowsands
of youths currently unem-
ploved

The eed for the Eeonomic
Stimulus Package (ESP)

‘The plans main purpose is to
put Guyanese back to work;
tor stem the destruction of the

fabric n:lf{'rlzyn.na social infra-

structure; and to instill the con-
fidence needed by local and for-
eifn investors and the ['-u:.'{ul.eue
public to restore and catalyrs
ecomomic growth; and recovery
In Guyana.

The URP% biggest challenge will
be 1oy ersare systemns are in place
to safeguard the working of the
program. As such a Poverty
Eradication Secretariat (PEPS)
will be established.

URPs Economic Action Plan
will

» Make Investiments bo assist the
widle cross sectbon of youths cur-
rently unemployed in gaining
much needed technical and vo-
cational skills and experience.

+ Initlate projects to better con-
nect workers over the age of 50
to potential emplovers, There are
lots of already trained persons
who are currenthy unermployed
or under employed who need

Continued on next page:



jobs that will fully wtlize
their skills.

« [mvest to enable more Guy-
anese with disabilities toob-
tain work experience with
small and  medium-sized
Irissiriesses,

» Support small and medi-
um-siged  businesses  and
their workers by making
loans and training. respec-
tively, anviilabde.

+ Subsidizing professional
skilled workers for Small
and Medium sized busi-
nesses to ensure they are
profitable,

+ Promote job creation by
imitiating amd supporting
the imvolvement of small
and medium-sized enter-
prises in the execution de-
velopmental infrastructre
of the capital city and oth-
er major towns across the
country; investing in trans-
portation infrastructure, in-

wgslud- ing a major
roads

" to strate-

ic parts of

provid-
ing  funding
for communi-
ty public infra-
siruciure facilities.

BENEFITS OF PEF TO

The Guyana economy has
numerous challenges. Un-
:mplnr‘menl 1% Conseriva-
tively put at the highest in
our countrys history. In-
flatbon has runaway  into
hundreds of pmunl. The
Guyana currency needs to
regain ground as it keeps
dipping  almost  without
worth domestically and in-
ternationally.

The framework for a Mod-
ern and Safe Guyana Econ-
omy must be set against a
backdrop that brings hope
and apportunitiss; a frame-
work that reform the tax
code, restructure the soclety

FAMILIES

The Economic Stimulus Pro-
gram for Guyana will being
relief to families inthe fodlow-
ing areas with income not ex-
ceeding GY$100,000.00. The
incomme will be assessed based
om single parent families or
families with combined in-
come of GY 5100000000,
[¥irect Poverty Relief bo every
howsehold will aceree based
on cligibility for the provision
catered for in the Poverty
Eradication Package offered
under the various specified
Areas.

SPECIFIED AREAS UN-
[XER PEP

* Monthly  subsidy
on purchase of products and
Services produced locally.
These products will be spe-
cifically classified to incluede
basic food supplies includ-
Ing ftems such as rice, sugar,
flowr, milk, cooking oil, spe-
cific quantity of chicken/beef!
fish - Specifically intended
tov relief poverty and to jump
growth  and X-

pansion in manufag-

start

in- dustries,
* Monthly
aid  for

infants {Birth to Two years)

to allow for wealth creation
at all levels, eliminate gov-
ernment barriers lo self-reli-
ance, eliminate constitution-
al defects that stop us from
borrowing  and allowing us
b create foreign exchange
decentralize  infrastructure
delivery to empower local
solutions to local problems,
decentralize law enforcement
ter schieve kasting and endur-
ing internal security, institu-
tionalize & government where
work s the order of the day
and unemploymsent is a thing
of the past, The result would
be tremensdous growth within
the URP's first Term.

on supplies including pam-
pers, baby milk, and other
products associated with nu-
trition for babies - offering
relief to single mothers,

. Subsidy for students
attending University of Guy
ana for = helping University
of Guyana (UG) students to
pay for their education. This
will also provide the Univer-
sity of Guyana administration
with the necessary funds to
pay lecturers improved sala-
ries and rehabilitate the cam-

pases.
. Yearly tax refunds on
muortgage payment for families

with income oot exceeding
GYSI00000.00 - widening
the spectrum of opportunity
for Middle and Lower Class
Guyansse to own their own
homes. Guyaness will benefil
from this relief for the next
three years. This tax rebate
will be paid out yearly when
Tax Returns are filed.
. Uniform and Materi-
al Supplies for Pre and Wurs-
ery school children to pur.
chase schood supplies
* Uniform and Mate-
rial Supplies for Primary
School Students
Uniform and  Ma-
terfal Supplies for Secondary
school student
Unernployment benefits
For persons whe are unem-
ployed at the start of the pro-
gram, unemployment ben-
efits will be offered under
the above category for persons

TAXES AND VAT:

A government can be defined
as an entity that taxes and
spends, under a URP Mod-
ern and Safe l:u}'anu aning
our economy must see less of
Government and more of the
private business community.
The URP is com-
milt=d to the s
nomics of inchesion, a set
of tax reforms that engen-
ders self-supporting
principles,

and

wha qualify for
three  months
once they are
registered with
thie Ministry of
Labour Unem-
ployment Pro-
gramme  and
are rl:\n:n.-:il.'i.l'q!I §
training in a "
recommended
area o secure
employment.
These  ben-
efits will be
for  three (3]
meonths after which it is ex-
pected the benehciary will se-
cure employment.

MANUFACTURING & SER-
VICES

Loans will be made avallable
under a special Small and Medi-
iy scale i:|rJ|.qu'|.' PrOgramme.
This will be aimed to create jobs.
* Increase of old age
pension and payments towards
beiter health care for the elder-
by

. Road, Bridges and
Sea-Defence Upgrade - creat-
ing jobs

Administration of the Pro-
Eramme,

The URF3 biggest challenge
will be to ensure systems
are in place to safeguard the
working of the program. As
such a Poverty Eradication
Secretariat (PEPS) will be es-
tablished.

PEPS will be responsible for
the execulion of the prree-

ey
are that will let people keep
miore of what they earn and
accelerate movement wp the
opportunity ladder.
The UURP therefore endorses
the principles of Tax with a
Purpose - Replacing the na-
lon's unfair tax systemn with
a simple code with
a better sliding scale
that allows the Middle
and lower class to really
enfoy  benefts.  As
1E‘-- &, such under

the
T a x

gramme in conjunction with
all other stake holders such
as the Ministry of Finance

and Economic Development;
‘The Guyana Revenue Author-
iy, The Ministry of Human
Services, The Ministry of La-
Teomir, Hini:':!r:.r of Education,
Mon-Governmental  Orga-
nizations (NGO) and a wide
crosd-section of faith based
organizations,

PEPS will be directly respon-
sible for the implementation
and execution of the day 1o
day administration of the
programme.

CATEGORY OF WORK-
ERS EXPECTED TO BEN-
EFIT

FEP Is intended to benefit
the following workers: Cane
Cutters, Sugar Wockers, The
Police Force, Guyana Defence
Force, Teachers, Nurses,
Flremen / Women, and Pris-
on Officers, Public Service
workers, Private sector work-

Code for a Modern and Safe

Guyana, the URP will level
the playing Reld, giving the
Middle Class more tax breaks,
while setting the ground for
an increase Middle Class and
the s]lril‘ll:i.ng of the Livwer
Class, In a true democracy
the Middle Class is the en-
gine of growth. As such a re-
vamped Middle Class under
the URP will allow our econ-
omy to once again grow, as
more citizens will contribaute
in a more tangible way to the
T Systenm.

Ohar growth ariented tax code
will be the engine to lasting
economic boorn, and shall be

s, Rice Farmers and
others.

QUALIFICATION FOR
PEP

To qualify for the PEP pro-
gramme the following st
b Fuelfilled:

- Onece you are acil-
izen of Guyana, living and
working in Guyana you are
eligibtle to receive poverty
relicf,

. If you are uncm-
ploved and you are regls-
tered with the unemploy-
ment office and is receiving
training /retraining

. Once you have a
TIN # from the GRA

* Every member
of the house hold must be
attending school, must be
gainfully employed, or reg-
istered for unemplovment/
old age pensioner.

. Once you are nof
working for a salary exceed-
ing G Y § 100U000.00

used o

L3 Encourage entre-
premeurship and  targeted
growth of the private sector,
* Promate Research
and Development.

* Promate charitahle
giving and exucation.

. Foster capital in-
vestment and savings to
boost personal savings rafe.
This is more than just an
CCOMOMic  programme o
promote  growth and job
creatbon. [t is our bluepring
for the kind of society we
want for our children and
grandchildren.

Continued on next pages



Income taxes and payroll tax-
es are the most obviows parts
of the publics tax burden di-
rectly tied to government.
This is the tvpe of taxation
that should be encouraged in
arder 1o foster |:‘|u|.'||i|:L serili-
ny and government account-

ability. Indirect taxes, such
as Sales Tawes, Value- Added
Taxes, Excise Taxes and
User Fees will be reviewed
and  made comfortable.
These kinds of taxes shift
the burden
sumer, while

the con-
exempting

i

government from  direct
responsibility. Unpapu-
lar governments use these
taxes to shift public resent-
ment to the butinesses that
are forced to collect them.
Under a URP Government
the Middle and Lower

Class workers will begin
Lo receive returns an what
they have invested in. They
will receive the folluwing:
Yearly tax rebates on lime-
ly submission of tax re-
turns

Yearly rebates on Mort-

gage Payments, this will
work as an inmcentive and
an encouragement to per-
sons who own homes.

A URP lead Government
will not lobby for a reduc-
tion of VAT, but will use
the proceeds of a better

regulated VAT collection
system fo support (s
Economic Stimulus Pro-
gramme which is intend-
ed to ensure every Guy-
anese enjoy the fruits of
a Modern and Safe Guy-
ana.

F:-.-n:-:r}' Gu}‘anrﬁu dream is to
own a home. Homeowner-
ship is sited as a major pil-
lar in the drive by the URP
to create a Modern and Safe
Guyana, Where every family
has access to facilities such as
mortgage and loan advances
o build their home, This is
central to an expanding econ-
omy. The United Republican
Party (URP} wants to make
homeownership more acces-
sible for everyone. This will
start with access o capital
for entrepreneurs and access
to credit for consumers. To
sustain  ecomomic  growth,
the URF Government will
commit o assist thousands
of low- income families move
from renting te owning their
homes via a Poverty Eradica-

tion Program (PEP) encapii-
late in an Economic Stimulus
Program. A URP government
will guarantees and afford
able low intevest long-term
mortgage loans to families
under PEPE These mecha-
nisms will be intended
to open up morg
housing  oppor-
tunities.  URP
will look for
solutions o
homeowner-
ship, where
the monthly
rent of the
househald
is enough to
pay manthly
maortgage for
a home.

fiome  Owwer-
DL

Affordable |"||.|us:if|g i% in the
national interest. A balanced
national housing policy must
recognize that decent hous-
ing includes apartments, and
addresses the needs of all cit
izens, including families pay-
—bng rent.

URP will encour-
local  communities
take , over dormant
government
S Toaming, proj-
ects in order
o revitalize
such  proj
ects. URP
commils o

open housing,

age
1o

withinat Favar
itism, quotas
or  lemgthy

= burcaucratic

controli, and we will encour-
age proactive cHorts by the
realty and housing industries
to assure affordable access for
everyone.

[ rmany areas, hous
ing prices are higher than they
need to be because of regula-
tions that have not been revived
For years, drive up property and
building costs, Some regulation
is of course necessary, and so
is sensible zoning. The URP
will empower The Municipals
anad local Governament to work
with bocal builders and lenders
to eliminate unnecessary bur-
dens that price many families
out of the market. We also
encourage the modification
of restrictions that inhibit the
rehabilitation of existing dis-
tressed properties.

We affirm thai the small
business is where prosperity
starts. This is the stalls/siore
im the marketplace, the cor-
ner shops, and neighborhood
centers, Small businesses
are the underlying pillar
of a vibrant cconomy. It is
the place where the man
on the street creates and
sustains his wealih. IT the
sl business is successhul,
the coonpmy will folkow, 1T
il fails, the larger economy
fails as well. Small business-
&3 create most of the jobs
and they are a measure of
ile opporiunities within the
communily. They are the
primary engines of cconom-

Pillar 6

ic advance by the Guyanesc
trader, man or woman. The
maore entrants 1o this sector, the
more success in the nation’s
CCOTOMY.

The macro economy
is nol isolated from the mi-
cro cconomics. The summa-
tion of the micre economics
equals the macro coonomy. [t
stands 1 reazon Ut once the
people’s businesses grow, so
pocs the country’s cconomy,
Therefore, Government effort
should be to develop and im-
plement policies that suppon
the growih of the trader in the
markeiplace. This is a key in-
predient o unkeash sustaimable
economic growth

In a dynamic and
enduring cconomy, small busi-
nesses gencrate more than
half the gress domestic prod-
uct, Any odher equation is a
mirage. Inherent in a small
husiness is the willingness fo
give people a chance and the
ability to train individuals new
1o the work force, These are
pre-requisttes 1o a workfare
CCONOY,

liv Pespgiition tens-

of, we will provide initiatives,
such as lower fax rates, min-
i red tape, limited begal
and product liability, and the
apgressive expansion of re-
gional and overscas markels
fior their goods and services.
We will end the constant ha-
rassment of small businesses
by povermment apencies and
sct up a Small Business

Regubarory Enforesimeil Fair-
ness Board 1o liaise with trade
unions and organizations in

TRADE
MoDERNISED EcoNOMIC FREEDOM:

order to protect the small
business from corrupt and
overzealous povernment agen-
¢igs, requiring the government
and Local Governments to do
the same

Ensufiiig contiibulion to the
Mational Insurance Scheme
{MIS) i3 a major challenge
for small business owners.
Self-emploved business men
and women or workers ems
ploved by small businesses anz
peneral difficult 1o colleen NIS.

area that g

This is anEIT*s GQIN

crment st focus o implerme
privale seclor cooperative mitia-
tives o ensure small usinesses
matigowide have mechanism in
place
0 pay
NIS
and o
collect
mcome
GHNES

International rade has be-
come the world s most pow-
erful economic force. Ine
tematipnal frade is nod the
creation ol the world™s rlers,
but of the world's peoples,
who strive for a better fiuture
and break down any barmiers
governmends may crect to il
The result is 1wday's global
cconomy of open markets
in democrstic nations. That
swstem is poised 10 sweep

away the vestiges of commter-  lies. A URP lead Government  was Jost and retuming Guy-

productive protectionism.

For our economy o grow, we
must overcome the welfare
memtality theat keeps us impris-
oned i a fow export products,
cxample Rice, Sigar and Geold!
Diamond which constitute
almost our cntire cconomy.
Guyana can be a key player
in the intemational market for
A mmber of agro-based prod-
wets. This is where our strength

commit to a call for action,
not mere words. In gener-
al, average wages, in
expon-related in-
dusiries are sigmilican-
Iy higher than thase of
domestically focused

industrics, As
for ag- cul-

ture, cxpand-
ing eXpOris 18
the  key Lo regaining what

“and the g

ana o the true position of the
fooed basket of the_Caribbean
vorld
This must

o] be measured. All

$5  agro-based gov-
« ™eroment agencies
‘be placed under
=umbrella of the
'Gu].l-'a.na Marketing
Corporation and will be ng-
formed inte export-oniented ag-

will
Lhe

pressive concenis, with specific
product sirength set by regicnal
location. There 15 no poim in
spending lots of government
money for decades in agencies
that do not produce anything,
it bl e the pre tesa of be-
ing rescarch facilities. Success
should be measured by the ca-
pacity of such agencies 1o meel
their specific product quotas for
export of local consumgion,
Non-performing agencies will

be re-assessed, reformed or
reformed for effectivencss

We should po back to the ag-
ricuftural cooperatives of old,
uging the agro-based agencies
a5 clearing houses for pre- har-
vest and post-harvest support
and resources for the local
farmer and the cooperatives.
Mew ideas i small and low
cost mechanization will be
developed and direcied w the
bocal fimner.



Governments  do not
create wealth, The peo
ple do - through creativ-
ity and enterprisc and
risk-taking. With infor-
mation technology, peo-
ple in bondage can tasie
freedom, amd people in
freedom can bond more
securely with each oth-
er, Pm:lpl.c who used 1o
work for others can now
be independent entrepre-
meurs. And citizens can
drill through layers of
entrenched  bureaucracy
to directly access infor-
mation and tramsact busi-
s,

URPF has em-
braced this mental Mod-
ernlzation concept, for
it advances the central
values of our party and
our country: a reduced
role for the central gov-
ermment, preafer  per-
sonal liberty, sconomic
fresdom, reliance on the
mearket and decentralized
decisson making. This i
the national revolstion —
rewarding creativity, hard
work, tenacity, and a will-
ingness to take {entrepre-
nenr) risks.

The URP rec-
opnizes that the role of

government in @ Modern
Economy is to foster an en-
vironment whe
ihroviation i
flowrish, The In-

formation Revolution is the AND THE MODERN EGOW

product of the creative efforts
and hard work of men and
wonmen in the private sector,
and not of government bu-
reaucrats. At the same time,
we recognize the magnitude
and pace of change require
vigilance to make the most
aof its opportunities and to
mitigate its pos- s ible
difficulries. Tor
what we have ex-
perienced  thus
far is surely only I
the |uq_i|'|n'in|5 af 3
almost  incon- S5
cefvable prowth, S
change, and
mare  change.
Let others be fearful in the
face of it, but let our country
grasp the opportunity and
jin the brave.

The impact of the
Internct on the daily work-
ings of government to make
it more responsive and citi-
zen-centerad is an impertant
aspect of laying the platform
for a modern and safe Guy-
ana. Democracy thrives on

well-informed  citizens, and
with this initiative, the pub-
lic will have unprecedented
aceess 1o the workings of
government, incleding the
voting records of their leg-
islative members and the
writlen opinions of jusges,
whose decisions will now be
available for review in the
court of peblic opinion.

We commil o global mar-

kets and free trade.

We must cultivate
and maintxin 2 highly ed-
ucled work force so that
continued progress need not
depend on imported per-
somiel. Instead of burdening
schonls with red tape and
narrow  povernment  pro-
grams, we will give them
maximum fexibility in using
Governmentfstate education

nology dollars to meet
specific needs — wheth-
er il
be  for
kom -
pulers.
teacher
training,  soft-
ware  develop-
ment, or systents
integration,
We must speed
(up the research
“and  innovation
drive technolog-
Progress,  using
military as a key
vihicle to achieve
the sarme.
We  musi
B protect the tech-
A nology  Industry
from modern day
pirates at home
and abroad: both
those who vio-
Fate copyrights and those who
Tt by Litigatinom,

We must restrain the
hand of government so that it
caniiot simother or slow the
growth of worldwide com-
merce and communication
through the Intermet.

We must encourage
government &t all levels 1o
work with the private sector
to ensure that the Internet

must be a medlum for ev-
eryone, URP embraces a
crealive,  incenlive-based,
public/private approach o
solving natlonal technology
problems, and a URP presi-
dent will use the influence of
his office to urge high-tech
phitantheopy, such as the
creation of one commusity
technology center every year
in each Administrative area
The centers will provide such
services ag free Internet ac-
cess amsl technology  skills
training.

Government  also
has a responsibility to pro-
tect persomal privacy, which
is the single greatest concern
people have about the Infor-
mation Revolution. Citizens
must have the confidence
that their personal privacy
will be respected in the wse
of technology by both busi-
ness and government. That
privacy is an essential part
of our persemal freedom and
our family life, and It must
it be sawerificed in the name
of progress. Al the same
time, consumers should have
the benefit of new products,
services, and treatments that
result from the legitimate
use of data with appropriate
safeguards.

Under the United Republi-
can Party (URP) leadership,
4 Modern and Safe Guyana
will move away from irre-
sponsible and destructive
culture that has impacted
our education system for
much too long. Guyana has
been able to gain grounds
at the Nursery and the Pri-
mary levels. It is at the Sec-
ondary level we are failing.
This system needs to be
strengthened.

Wi must
stand that a good and civil
society cannot be devel-
oped only by government
PrOgErams but  musst g~
inate in our homes, in our
neighborhoods, and in the
private institutions that
bring us together. The URP
calls for personal responsi-
bility and community vig-
ilance across the board, a

under-

culture that concentrate

on only one faction of s

citizenry in terms of devel 98

opment cannot excel. Prop
er achievement can only
be made if it is dome in a
holistic manner.

The URP co- "
mmit to the enduring
principle that challenges
ought to be approached
with compassion  to
evolve a society where
everyone has a responsi-
bility to follow the rules,
but no one would be left
behind.

Real Education Improve-
ment;  Accountability &
Empowering Parents

No child in Guyana should
be segregated by low expec-
tations, imprisoned by illit-
eracy or abamdonsd to frus-
tration and the darkness of

self-doubt.

EDUCATION

LEaAVE No CHILD BEHIND

We have to ask the
question, “Are our schools
better off today than they
were in the past?” At a
time of remarkable change,
when a world of opportu-
nity awaits students who
are prepared for it, Guyana
colleges and universities are

offering remedial courses
and Guyana businesses are
unable to find enough qual-
ified or trainable workers to
meet local demand, Worst
of all, 5o many of our chil-
dren, Guyanss most pre-
cious asset, are headed to-
ward failure in school, and

will hold them back
M chout their lives. The
United Republican Party
desires a better result. We
believe that every
child in this land
should have access
to 2 high quality, in-
deed, a world-class
education, and we're
determined to mest
that goal.

It is long past time to
debate what works
in education, for our
schools to  survive
we need a collective
effort from all stakeholders
including strong parental
involvement.

+ Excellent teachers.
* Safe and orderly
classrooms.

+ High  academic
standarnds.
* Commitment to

teaching the basics — from
an early start in phonics to
mastery of computer tech-
nology.
Government programs that
fail to support these funda-
mental principles are sadly
out of date, out of sync, and
if not corrected soon, out of
firne

For dramalic and
swift improvement in edu-
cation, we, at the URP, en-
dorse the following prinei-
ples toc
. Raise academ-
ic standards through in-
creased local comtrol and
accountability to parents
* Putting ~ Systems
in place to ensupe that ev-
ery child who is promoted
without the required aca-
demic achievement receive
after school teaching,

Continued on nest page-



* Ensure that all
children learn to read by
Introducing and encourag-
Ing nationwide “Early Start
Program” for pre-school
children and by facilitating
state reading initiatives that
focus on scientifically based
reading research, including
phionics,

MNothing 5 more
Important  than  literacy,
and yet many children have
trouble resding. This prob-
lem must be addressed at
all grade levels. And as is
s often the case in educa-
tion, the solution s parent
and child working together
with teachers to help break
a cyele of illiteracy that may
have extended from gener-
atlon o generation. URP
wants to replace that pat-

tern with the rich begacy of

reading.

The education and
achievement gap between
disadvantaged children and
their peers are ever so wide,
since no previous govern-
ment made any serious or
credible effort to integrate
them into the mainstream
education strata. The United
Republication Party  heneby
comamits o programmes and
reforms, based on the time-
less principles of local control,
with accountability, parental
irvodvernent, and meaningsul
stadent achbeverment, o recti-
fy the tragic fiscal and human

Guvana can only be suc-
cessful when it is able o
offer a realistic shot at a
berier life; when poverty
becomes just a stage, not
a fate; when anyone can
ascend the ladder and tran-
seend the shackbes of birth,
when it provides hope.
URP wants to
cxpand opportunity rather
than expand government
We want to give hope
and real upward mobility
T those who have never
kmvown either. 1t is clear
that the nec-conservative
order of ultra-centraliza-
fion has collapsed in abject
failure, riddled with cor-
ruption, gross inefficiency
and class segregation, fail-
iR i s entirety 1o serve
the people, the poor and
the masses.
The time 15 here 1o #et,
1 bring hope, 1o expand
opportunsty, Char vision is

Josss. T this emd, the government
shall assume a special fincial
responsibility to advance the
education of the disadvan-
taged children. We cannot al-
low nor afford another gener-
ation of children to be written
off.

Qualified  teachers
are the vanguard of educa-
tion reform. With mastery of
their subjects, a contagious
enthusiaam  for
learning, and a
heartfelt  com-
mitment to their
students,  they
can make any
schood  great.
That is why we
advocate quali-
ty pay for them
and  expanded
opportunities
for  professional
development.
Today, however,
maryy  teachers -
face poverty and §
disrespect  in
their profession.
We advocate a
zero-tolerance
policy toward all students
who disrupt the classroom
and we reaffirm that school
officiali muast have the right
and responsibility to appro-
priately discipline all students
within the confines of the
United Mations Charter for
the protection of the child -
which Guyana is a signatory

to actualize
InpovEvE
reforms o
SUCCEss-
fully move
familics
and govemn-
roents from
dependency
to the inde-
pendence
of work
and wealth
creation, It
won't be
gasy, but the
results will surely worth the
effort.

Increase the sup-
ply of affordable housing
for low-income working
families and rehabilitate
abandoned housing through
a mix of local and govern-
et partmership initiatives.
Establish corporate tax
credits o cnesie incemives
for the private sector (o

to, including students with
digabilities, who are disrup-
tive or violent. Toward the
same end, we will encourage
faith- buased and community
organizations to take lesding
roles in after-school programs
that build character and im-
prove behavior. We propose
to improve teacher fraining
and recruiting by introduwe-
ing Retiree-to-Teachers pro-

grams, which places retired
military and Public Service
personnel of good standing
in the classroom, and by re-
warding regions that enact a
systern for teacher account-
ahélity.

We will introduce
interest free bong-term teach-
er student loan programs o

encourage qualified candi-
dates inte the profession and
home grant programs 1o en-
courage qualified teachers to
serve in high-need schools.
As a matter of fairness, we
will look for ways to help de-
fray out-of-pocket teaching
expenses, which many good
teachers in private and public
schools make to the benefit of
their students.

A URP govermment will re-
quire that Government pro-
vide free and appropriate ed-
ucation to all students with
special needs (disabilities)
and fund their schooling at
higher levels. In return, the
gowerniment will defray a per-
cent of the average per pupil
expenditure to cover the ex-

A Mndern & Safe Guyana. Seats
for All at the Welcome Table

provide affordable housing
to qualified emplovecs.

Build savings and personal
wealth through Individu-
al Development Accounts,
in parnership with banks,
1o accelerate the savings
of low-income eamers for
home ownership and other

targeted individual develop-
ment poals.

For mamy individ-
uals, poverty signals more
than the lack of money. It
ofien represents obstacles
that cannot be overcome
with just a pavcheck. These
are the challenging cases,

cess costs. We will strive to
promote the eardy diagnosis
of kearning deficiencies. Pre-
ventive efforts in early child-
hood should reduce the de-
mand for special education
and help many youngsters
move bevond the need for
special protections.

In the final amalysis,
education remains a parental
right and responsibility.  We
advocate choice in
education, not as an
ahstract theory, but
a8 The surest way for
families, especially
low-income  fam-
ilies, to free their
voungsters  From
failing schools and
put them onato the
road to opportunity
and spocess.

Higher Ed-
ucation: Increased
Access for All
One of the most
important educa-

the United Repub-
| lication Party is
to make a\la:l.sble
the opportunity for post-sec-
omdary education o virtu-
ally everyone. As such maore
private institutions of higher
learning will be encouraged.
Let the institutions make de-
cisions regarding admission,
curriculum, grading and
graduwstion, with guidelines,
checks and balances against

where govern-
ment aid is beast
effective. These,
too, are the sit-
uations where
neighborhood
and faith-based
intervention
has its greatest
power. For this
reasod, the LURP
shall mandared
charitable choice
in all welfare
laws, allowing
Stanes to contract
with faith-based provid-
ers for welfare services on
the same basis as any other
private providers, This is
necessary o belp conguer
suicide, abuse, addiction, and
hopelessness.

LURPwill encourage
an oufpeuring of giving by
extending chanty tax credits
to individual and corporate
taxpayers and by allowing

tion objectives of

abuse provided by the gov-
ernments.  The ultimate
goal of the nation should
be to have, at a minimum,
one post-secondary insti-
tution in each Region in
the country supporied by
a combination of local, re-
sources through student
loans and grants tied to
specific achievements. The
institutions should derive
their resources through
stirdent fees and levies. In
turn, the students utilize
private resources, gowern-
ment matched education
savings account or achieve-
ment based student loans
or grants to fund their edu-
cation. This is the recipe to
join the best higher educa-
tion systems in the world,
where achievement counts
more than money or so-
cial status. Let the schools
that cater for the needs
of the society and make
themselves relewant in the
Guyans marketplace sur-
vives. Herein lies the solu-
tion to functional tertiary
edecation. The challenges
we face today, in the tech-
nological revolution and
in the global economy, re-
quire us to continue o ex-
pand the extent and excel-
lence of higher education.

This is why we commit to
programmes that increase
access to higher education
for qualified stedents.

people to make donations
tax-free.

The renewal of
cntire communities is a
tremendous task and in-
volves one human face,
one human heart ata time.
But the Guyanese people
have the potential fo work:
wonders. Government docs
have a role to play. but
as a parmer, not @ rival.
These forces have roots in
the arcas they serve, and
their leaders are people to
whom the disadvantaged
are not statistics, but Gami-
Iy, ngighbors, friends, and
moral individuals erear-
ed in the image of God.
With these approaches
government becomes a
partner with community
and faith-based providers
in supporting families and
children and helping them
improve their opportunitics
for a better life.



URP reCOgnizes the it
tamoe of a functional home
in the Bfe of any child. The
family still provides the best
ervironment |.|Fs:1u]:'|i|:il'!.'. -
cipline, responsibility, and
character
shows that where the Gther
is delirguent, children are
mowe bkely to commit erime,
dn:l]:l out of school, eawme
vicdend, become teen pas-
erils, take iJIEtI"..IJ drtrgs. Toui
come mired in poverty, or
hawe emotiomal or behavioral
problems

The participation
of faith-based and commu-
nily groups will be es_peci:ﬂly
irmportant in dealing with the
twin |.n'c'5h|=r|‘u. of tom-rmari
tal pregnancy and substance

Doscumentation

alhwise. Hmlu:h:ﬁ thise  be-
hawiours is the surest way to
eind the evele of child poverty.
After-schoal programs should
e I-u.“}' ogren Lo the commini
ty and faith-based groups that
knevw best how 1o reach owt
tor our children and help them
reach their true ]Jc:lél'll.i:’l].

URP recognizes that
children often ity the '||i1|_ﬂ|ﬁ1
price in families where drug
addiction and the rluI|:.- T!ﬂ]il:r'
of violence exist. We will sup
port programmes o femedy
such problers through a mix
of E{J‘!‘EI’I‘II‘I.EIHLI! and faith-
based initiatives.

Sill, there & no sub-
stitute for  presidential lead
erﬂli]:!. whether  internation-
ally or here at home, where

Pillar 11

Guyanas families ery out foe
safie, drug-free, and functional
schools. A URP Pcn::irlnl! will
hear those cries and work with
parents fo profect children,
We will bring scoountability
L :u‘lti-dn.l.g programmes, pro
muoale  those that work, and
CinLie I.'II'IIjI:I'iI‘IH.
thosethal waste

RENEWING FAMILY AND COMMUNITY

Individual rights and the
responsibilties that go with
them — are the foundation of a
Frie .-u:u.'iul:.-. In rm:lul.'li:n.s!hnw
rights, and in asserting those
responsabilities, we affirm the
(KR falyateiy] Hl".'"j HIIIJ CEHTHTCH
poals that shoubd unite all Guy

Anese.

We are the party
of the open door, de-
termined to strengthen the
social, cultural, and politi
cal ties that bind us bclgefll'l-
er and make our country a
preat foree for goc
in Guyana and be.

yorsd,  Steasdfast i:IL.'

o commmilment 1o owr ideals,
we recogiize that members
of our party can have deeply
held and sormetimes v|.|i|‘7|'ul-in|!I
views. This diversity is a source
of strength, meot a sign of weak-
ness, and 30 we welcome into

Pillar 12

our ranks all who may hold dif-
!-Eril':gim.\ﬂim'us. Wi eomimil to
resolve our differences with ci

'.-'i|i|1..'. trust, amed mgiual respect

FAMILY MATTERS:

‘The family is society's central
core of energy. That is why ef-
forts 1o strengthen and better
family life are the surest way
to improve life for everyone.
We must rely on the home 1o
instill the virtues that sustain
democracy itself.

Just as  envirom-
mental pollution affects our
physical health, s0 o does
the pollution of our culture
affect the health of our com-
munities. There is much o
celebrate in  contemporary
culture, but also much to
deplore: The glorification of
violence, the glamorizing
of drugs, the abuse of wom-

en and children, whether in
music or videos, advertising,
or tabloid journalism. URP
Government will support and
encourage individuals and or-
ganizations using their power
a5 citizens and consumers to
sdvance caltural moderniza-
tion in all aspects of the Guy-
anese life.

Their efforts will be
critically important in this
Information Age, which, with
all its tremendous benefits,
brings 2 major challenge to
families. When there are re-
ports that porn sites are the
most frequently accessed on
the Internet, it is time for

parents at home — and com-
munities through their public
institutions — to take action,
We will endorse legislation
to require schools and librar-
ies to secure their comput-
ers against on-line porn and
predators if they are connect-
ed to the Internet. This is not
a question of free speech or
freedom of association. Kids
should not be victims of filth,
and porn addicts should not
use school library facilities
for their addiction. Although
Guyana is yet to join the in-
formation revolution, now is
the time to act, not when it is
too Late.

J_..'.l_\_
SOUTCEs, |::s.|1.uﬂ|:.- inqu.lrlu.ll!. i
a URP admimistratson, traffick-
ing or using il]l:s,ﬂl d.TI.‘lluﬁ lawess
will be enforced (o aggressively
puirsie ﬂru.g dealers, from the
kingpins to the street dealers.

|]|E|._|;.JJ dI'I.IEi and al-
hol abuse are

me|:.- relat

demvoe of child abiase. The URP
Gowernment will initiate pro
ymnxh:r!ld].ﬂﬂh children and
adults in abusive o neglectful
familiex, with pricsri[iux (1
preventive and family support
services. We mist introduce
a functional child protection
systemn, with accourtability, to
oversee willful or accidental
meglect, ranging from physi
cal ard paychological abuse to
comrmercial Eh]ﬂa:i.'lulil:n‘l of the
Guyanese child. URP believes
that ary child LH.IE"II 1o be in
schiocd rather than being used
for commercial benefit or any
other enterprise during normal
sehool sensons.

For many of those
children, '.I.d.mgtiul'l ey e the
anly route toa stable and koving

Pillar 13:

hiome Gewernment at all le
should work with the chari
table and Faith-based grou
that provide adoption servi
to remowe the obstacles the
sometimes. encourter in thei
efforts to unite children in ne
with families who need them.

We call for HOAErTH
ment and kel efforts o hel
the iy children of prison
ers through pre-schools, men
Loring, and fu.'n‘li!!.' reluildi
programmes.  These  childrer
are ofters the igrored victin
of exime. Barly intervention i
their p|i3|al i esiential bo re
duce the cycle of violence an
o save a child. We should
tough on criminals bt com
passionate towands their chil
dren.

UPHOLDING THE RIGHTS OF ALL:

Equality of individuals before the
law has always been a cornersbane
of aur party. We therefore oppose
discrimimation based on sex, race,
age, refigion, creed, disability,
ethnicity or matiomal origin and
will vigorously enforce anti- dis-
crimination stabates. As we sirive
to forge a natiomal comsensus on
the crucial isoes of our lime, we
call on all Guyanese to reject the
forces of hatred and bigotry, Ac
cardingly, we denounce all who
praclice or promote racism, eth-
nic prejudice, and redigioes intal
Erance.

We believe rights ane
inherent in individuals, not in
groups. We will attain vur nation’s
goal of equal opportunity without
[avoritism, quatas or ather farms
of preferential treatment. 1L is as

simple as this: Mo one should be
denied a job, promation, contract,
ar chance at higher education
because of their rce, ethnic or
igin, gender, religion or disahil
ity. Equal access, energetically
affered, should guarantee every
person a fair shat based on their
potential and merit.

An essential part of a
culture that respects lile is inte
gration and inclusion of persans
with disabilities. URP will pur.
sug initiatives in research amd
practical assistance thal can help
indivicduals with dasabilities live
independently, hold  jobs, and
take part in the daily lite of their
communitiss.

We affirm the right of
indlividuals to veluntarily partic
ipate in labour organizations and

to bargain collectively. We thene-
fore support the right of govern-
ments o enact Right-to-Wark
laws, Mo ame sheald be forced to
comtribute to a palitical campaign
of a palitical candidae.

Pillar 14: Six Races, One Guyana:

The Unnted Hepublscaton Party
revignizes thal our country’s eth-
mic dversily musl share @ com-
mom and umigue nalional culture
B transcemd The dillerences that
have held us hostage lor the past
live decades. To benelil From our
chiversity, we st streng then the
ties that bind us to ome asother.
We must move away fram the
ethmic dillerences such & lndo
ard Al CGuyanese, We ans Cne
Feople, One Nation, moving
towards Omne Destmy. As sach
we musl relfer 10 ourselves as
(Ruyanese.

A LUEF bead Governs
menl will ensure CGuyana as a
caumlry once agan engenders
m its people nalxnhocd, and as
such patricdism must hecome the
hallmark of our very exisience.
We must develop the symbaols
ol malihood, (oremes] among
them is the llag ad the MNational
Anthem. We nust guand againsi
deliberale desecrabion or disre-

speect by bath symbols of natcnal
unity.

Ancther sign of our
unity & the robe of Englsh as our
aflical language. I we mus! relate
Mo cnie anather, we mizsl have a
comman language 1o comm-
micale. It is important thal every
Ciryunese he able 1o communacate
m thal commoen language, whilke
nol forsaking our healthy and
diverse dualyiic heritage. Come
mom language is vatal if groups
al dverse backgroumd have 1o
come Egether (o huald a natsn
While wency in English shoald
e made a necessary poal 1o ev-
ery (luvamese, we also advicale
mastery al ofher languages o
enhance Guvam's competiliveness
i the workl markel. We advoole
loreign longuage frainang i our
sl o the lissenng of nespect
lior other languages and cullures
Throwghou! cur sociely.

We helieve that there
1% strength in our diveraly. Bal

to pealize that strength, Wi mus
larmess the pocud patler than the
el inherent in our dafferences.
Diiversity can be a good foundatson
for Bealihy compseiition, rather
tham the destructive and self-serv-
ng rivaley s comimonly employed
i our society today. To reap the
IJL'IIL'.EI':{ Ut. our d![‘r:l.'ll.'ll.l.'\'.‘i. W
st edueate ourselves ahout each
oiher cultunes withow imposing i
o cach ollwer

A URP lead Admanistraton will
ensamne corstinnicnal and siructural
suhetance i the 1 Administrative
Regions, and decentralizing in-
frastmaciure, wealth creatson and
law endorcement accordmgly, we
will unbeash lwealthy geopalitical
competsticon m the developement of
thie 10 Adaministrative Begions, no
umit desiring 1o be lefi behind. As
thi: Regions develops, sodevelops
thi isation, the central government
plaving the role of an umpae o
ersure that mo unit is kel oo Gy

bechiind



Mot Chuyanese over the age of foe-
1y memember o lmme when willapes,
terovms, streets and highmays were
safe, doors maybe unkocked angd
windows mayhe unbarmed. A time
when high-nise walls and security
wires did nol inspriscs us in our
hemmes. The elderly did mot live m
fear amd the young didd mot & n
enertitom styke murders somelmes
perpetrated by lhe service men we
dode aul b payers dollars (o seoue
us. Kidnapping was unbesrd of, and
cormugtion wis a scomid, shame il
and reprefwensable act. That world is
i g, Sweplaway in il social
uptwstval provoked by the poverty
novey plaguing our econoey, winch
intraduces] the: pation that wealth
can b attnined withoul enterprise
vl baarel work

We carmid go back o
theat finne of inneeence, bl we can
go forward, step by challenging
step, lis recrenle respect For law
mnid lw that is wortky of resped
Pt af thal eflont st come al the
conumurity and local kevels, where
it s universally acknowledged thae
the primary respoesibility for law
enforoement residis. While wesup-
ot commmumnly pohomg and other
proven melabives agiunsd cnime,
we stromglhy appose the contimusd
mnd dictaional usurpation of that
respomsibility by the Mindsiry of
Homee Affairs, which bas led to
the current govemme of gross
imsecurty of life and property m
our comimunity and coniflsct with
the regulir podicng authonty.
Uder a URP lead Gaovernment,
along with community and bocal

leaders will tabe a zem lokaanoe
apgrasch o crime, and will be em-
powered e a decentralused ke
enlireement struchure o amplement
crime fighting inatintives, with local
accountability, o drastically ower
crime, nssassination and murder
rates in their sphere of influence.
Al the same time, the
LIET* pecgnizes the crucal Jesd-
ershup e the President, the Ma-
ticmal Assemhly and the Judscalory
should play m restorimg public
safety. The ceniral leadership,
i cooperation with Comnamity
leaders and local officials who ane
the Froot line sgamst croime, should
wank withan proper policmg ju-
msthctiom, to enad legislation lor
an eflective deterrent penalty fior

affendiers, restitution %o victims aff

crime of the survivors thereof, re-
muval of erinvinal aliens, vigilance
agamsl possable lermormm, and the
cordinatiom af services, personee]
tramrnng, equsprment and leckmalogy
emmpdoved  crime |'1_|:|,I|I1'ng_

The reliance of the Gy-
ana Police Ferce on coc confral
police comimand seated ai Police
Head Quarters Eve Leary can
never guarantes law & onder in
Guyima. In a coumtry wth eghly
three thousand square miles, the
Guynna Police Force comnod ook
effectively at policing per person
anly & & criterion; mther we must
comsider policing in terms of the
vaolusme of square miles that has o
e podaced. Thes mmusd b doee sing
the fallowing padelines
d The vl vemenl ol Trge
comumand and controd logistics that

Pillar 16

Clamp Down on

JUSTICE AND SAFETY IN A
MODERN AND SAFE GUYANA:

— = Lo

wall ehminate gress melliciency
anid abuse that has become
the pomm

d To contrel
mach larpe aress and an|
alreacly porous horder
will regpire effec-
Dve Ciafml-
mication and
technologcal
exqument

d The expansion of the
e arm of the Guyana Police
Fosee to work with the Guyana
Dielierncie Fonce Coast Cuard in joint
operalions

d The Establisbment aff

Fnnt service air patrol, which will
effectively deal with the missive
larsd s that nesd to be sooune.
This bas been the grey
ared in a seemingly ipsunmount-
abde internal secarity problem in
Ciryama. Because ol'its lnghly cen-
el structure, there i no police
presence in maganty of the villages,
towns s himierlind n Guyana
Law enfoncement prosence is alien
linwted de Police Stations or Oul-
prenals in sirabegic s, bl becamse
al'the erosaon al'the social fabric m
or soceely the enforcement of law
and cader regires & more {rookal
approach and as such there is a
reed %o strenggthen the numbers in
the Garyana Polsee foroe and wohirve
combiped patrol wigh the Guyana
Defence Fonce, Guyana |k a very
umijue: sstuntion whene 80% al the
lamdl 18 occupeed by 20% of the
papulatian (Himlerland) and 2004

Government Corruption

The very fowndation for a free
society has been under asawlt
for decaces under the PPP/C
Raude, not only by criminals from
the ground up, but also from
the top down. A government
theat lives by evasion, aover-ups,
stonewalling, cocruption and
cheplicity has given us a tofally
discreclited  law  enforcement

systern The credibality of those
who now marage the nation’s

law enforcement agencies i (. o=
tragically epoded. The m:lljj &

goes tor the credibility of
the career worktorce
- the criminal pros-
ecutors and their foot
sibdiers, the rank and file of the
Guyana Police. The politiciza-

Pillar 17
SOCIAL SECURITY & THE ELDERLY

URP Pledge to Guyana

The National Insurance
Scheme (NIS) under a
URFP lead government
would be revamped to
embrace modern tech-
nological and improved
systems to better bene
fit contributors. A URP
make

Government  will

the National Security NIS
program a national pri-
ority. Personal contribu-
tions will be the corner-
stone of the programme.
Each of today's workers
would be given an op
portunity Lo contribute
a direct portion of their

payroll taxes to person-
al investments for their
retirement  future. It is
crucial that individuals
be offered a variety of in-
vestment alternatives and
that  detailed informa
tion be provided to each
participant to help them

i thee lamal ms occupued by 80046 ol
the population (Coastal Landy
pln

ncross the country for
criminals. Dt the lack
of local police

loits. af villages are af-
lented by crime and the
Bty ol Flome Adlairs
L‘ﬂnrmmill,-'ﬁ'li-:lrg Ciroup commal
effectively assist in the sifunatan
workingg parallel As such the Com-
ommify policing group under a URP
lesd Actmismistration will fall direct
ursder the preview of the Guyars
Polwce Foroe Crclinimos
LIRP recognizes tha

Low & Order is the key to the
infusion of foreign invesiment,
without which industrialization
and coonomic prowth will forever
chide Guvasa In onder 10 ensane
soumul amd sastnimable secunty
the society, a LIRP government will
pursue fimdamental restructurmg ol
lw enfarcemen, & follows:
d Matioral Dng Smiegy
Master Plan.
d The Guyana Police
Fance Tam Aroand Flan,
d Palice 1 overee negu-
latiems amd miensaly mvestzmbon
of crimes im the Hinberlond arens
d AURF president will:

Adwvance an agenda to restare the
public's safety
d [nitzaie productive work
Iﬂ:|LlJrI.'I:II|.'IIL'1 iII prisean Ly III.HliI\.'
crmminals pay fior damages resasltmy
From ther crmminal acinabes, while

judge the risks and ben-
efits of each plan. This is
a challenge that demands
the kind of presidential
leadership the country
has not seen before.

SECURITY FOR RE-
TIRED GUYAMNESE

For most Guyanese, re-
tirement means  diffi-
culties, URP wants to
change this. In today’s
ecanomy, there are far
more opportunities  for
the elderly to have better
economic security and
avenues  employment
affer retirement must
be open up to allow
for a better life.
Retired  per-
sons  must ¥
e given the
opportunity

akso serving s ellective rehatnlita-
tion program [or the convicis
d Increase penalhies and
Tesourres I comba ghe production,
tmfficking and use of illegal drugs
d Encourage commumi-
ty-hased diversion prograns for
fiesa time, non-vialent offenders.
Such affenders can be easaly rehs-
biltated. Hince, The need o avond
expasure b seasomed crimvmals in
comventional jails and Prisons
d Reform exclusionary
practices, which allow countless
criminals, particularly white collar,
e et o oo iechnicalivies.
d Adlvance mitialives 1o
provlect viclims” nghts or the nghls
af survivors s victims of crime, ot
every singe of the criminal justice
system
d Establish & MNatiomal
Senlencing Commission, with few
seals mancated and reserved lor
vickms ol violend crimes

Crumes agairs| women
and chikiren demand an emplabic
response, That is iy we must have
a Law requiring local notification
when sex offenders ae released
Tremn janl, and why we advocane
pecial pesalties agamsl thugs who,
m st 1s agmined pregmnt winnen,
Tharmn theem o Thear unbom dhaklren
Cihscenity and child pormography
laws, especially crimes imvolving the
Intemet, mst be reviewed, updated
and viporosly enforosd

A URP government will
revisil the whale ave ol prverale pe-
e system with The mient o review
i, update and exsure that juvenilies
are nat bundled with seascned

es, especially small ones,
te offer pension plans.

The growing need for
long-term care calls for
long-term planning both
by individuals and by
government. We encour-
age, al all levels of gov-

crinuinsls in comnmman detention
focilatiiss. This is nooted m o behel

thal every' dhakl af el or crminal
behmvior can be sabvaged. Juvenile
crme demands specinl attention. A
functicmal povenile justice system
st mcoaporbe pumshment for the
crami commibked, open the crieinal
proceeding bo victems ad the puls-
T, mmtkee pomvaction records reachly
wvanlahle, endirce nccountahal ity for
pllenders, parents, imel pudges, and
temper mercy with justice where
ApOpriake.

Ay juvenide whi cony-
sy crome whibe carrying a gun
should amonancally be detaned,
ol pebesid o sweneane’s custodh
URFP urges localileess 1o consider
pero-inferance for pvenile dninkang
nd drivieg and early intervention
to ke delmquency from escalatmg
to erimne. While |m\|g|li.rjl|g the
imnpotan rode of boil parenis to the
weell-bang olthar childea, we musi
acknivdedge the cniacal need for
poeative rde mexdeds forourchildnen

With regard 1o school
saafety, URP will encourage local
school systems to develop amd
putlicize & single sysiem of disci-
phine for all siudents who comirml
flemses mvohving dnigs ar viclence
m schil

Thmmigh resezarch, grimis,
ned joint insk: forces, should en-
COAICAgE SMArcr, more effective
ami-crime efforts. In particalar,
The URF sdvocales asssstance o
phice for therr personal proteciion,
CiHilmng iducatom and Irdsung,
sl il cape ol sevumty personne|
who dhe i the lme of duty.

quality and standards. In
this area, as in $0 many
other unheralded
ners of the Guyanese
life, heroic sacrifices are
being made by many
families to care for their
mothers and fathers as
their parents cared for
them. This is goeod and
very Guyanese in terms
of the extended fami-
Iv. In & Modern Guyana
cconomy, URP lead Gov-
ernment will encourage
urther tax breaks for

cor-

amilies who care for
heir parents at home,
heyvwill be rec-
ognized and
rewarded for
& this respon-
sibility,.  We
will encourage

to impart their
skills and receive a
reward.

The URFP will simplify
pension laws and make it
easier for more business-

u
nursing homes and
related facilities that has

tax credits for
each elderly
spouse, par-
ent, or relative a fami-
Iy tends to keep in their
own residence.



Pillar 18

We  musl  re-engl-
neer cur health svstem. This is
a matiomal urgency. The URP
recognizes that an individu-
al's health is often a reflection
of the everyday choices made.
While governments male is 1a
help ensure a quality health
care system, oaly individuals
can make healthy chaices.

We  musl  acquire
amd translate the promise of
medical research inkn rcHL!'I:.'
avallable treatments, and this
requines more tham just non-
ey it meedd a whole new pre-
seription for health care. That
prescripgion is what the United
Repudblication Party offers in
the elections of 2005,

Lets start with the
diagnosis, After five decades
of neglect by virtually all the
governments af this country,
the foundstbons af our health
care system have collapsed We
must learm how 1o heal our
HI.'!'E!-\.

A URP vision for a
healtby Guvana embodies &
modern thinking as it relates
tir all Ower 60% of peaple liv
ing in Guyana are unhealthy.

Under a URP government social
standards will be improved as
such persons will be able to eat
healthier, there will be Jess stness
and less relabed complications as
a result of stress.

There is no doclor-pa-
teent relationship, which is the
umiversal basis for o functiosal
and effective health care delivery.

Another key step will
be reform of malpractice law. You
will b hard prcmd to debermine
IF ase st at the moment, LURP
comimits to malpractice reforms
that will discourage health care
providers from concealing mis.
takes for fear of heing vilified by
the trial lawyers! We must open
up the free flow of information
COncErning medical errors, both
1o protect patients and 1o reduce
the cost of modern medicine
Patigngs who are F_;:n.v.lincl:,- in-
jured shoudd be rightly com-
pensated, but the punitive and
rancom aspects of litigation will
be restrained. Just az we hald
all health care persannel to the
highest stamdards, so too must
pulblic policy respect their ethical
conscience. No individual or in-
slitution should be campelled 1o

&}

QuALITY HEALTH CARE:
A URP COMMITMENT TO

assst in providing any medical
service that violates their mosal
ar relighows convictions,

hold  dear
and vitality of our fumi-
liex. Ohur elforts to build
healthier families must be-
gan with women — our mathers,
daghters,  grandmeathers  and
grand-daughters.  This  nation
needs far greater focus on the
needs of women who have histor-
ically been under represented in
medical research and sccess o the
praper Jevel of medical athertion,
We will reverse this trend

Acros this country,
apd at all levels of government,
we will be at the forefront in ag-
gressively developing health care
initkatives targeted specifically at
the needs of women. And we will

ead eflorts to
under-served
and raral and
Himtertand  fie-
male populitions, whene
disparities persist in life
Expectancy, infamt
meortality and death
rates from prevent-
able infections and
other illnesses,
We are dedicated to
parsiing comprehensive wom-
en’s health care initiatives that
include aceess to state-al-the-art
medical advances and technal-
0y equality for women in the
delivery of health care services
The URP will increasingly foous
upon lwealth problems of the very
ehlerdy, both women and men.
Because nulrilion is intimately
related to health, we advocate
vigorous - pevernment  involve-
ment in fexible nutrition pro-
grams for low-income families

reach out to

- the poar, the disabled, children
and the elderly
CHILDREN'S HEALTH
This is anather failed
sector of the dysfunctienal Guy-
ana health system. The sobering
slatistics is that many of our
children have died in the past
decade over preventable or cur-
ahle diseases. Youth drug abuse
has  ncreased  exponentially.
Smoking rates for youth have
risen alarmingly, even among
yaung girls. which used to be
unthinkable and a tahoo just
ahiut 4 decade ago, Birth faral-
ilies are om the rise. 5o nuch of
the suffering and deaths caused
by childhnod diseases can be
prevented — by increasing im-
mainization rates ]J':n' INCreas-
img resources for  baomedical
research; by encouraging low
priced local alternatives o ex-
pensive drugs; by encournging
pharrnuwutiul PrOgress; by
sensible strategies against toeen
amoking ot merely prohibition;
by a real battle against illegal
dmgs in pl:me, etc. The URPs
commitment & to sddress the
emotional, behavioral, and men-

tal illesses affecting children.
With parental involvement
as the critical component, we
can help our youth make the
healthy and the right chaolce
in avaiding risky bebhaviors in-
vodving aloohal, drugs, premar
ital =ex, tobaccn, and vsolence.
Medical Privacy: The
revolution in information and
medical technology has cre-
aled cancerns about who has
access to persomal data — and
hiovwr it might be used. Patients
and their Bamilies should feel
free to share all medicsl infor-
mation with their doctor, but
they will feel safe in doing w0
only if that informaticn is pro-
tected. A relaged concern bs ge-
nethe discrimination, sow that
pemetic testing has beconse a
routing part of medical health
care. Well-comoeived, Lhoughl-
ful action b5 cleardy needed,
action that will protect and
ool barm patients. A URF led
povernment will wark with
patients, health care providers,
researchers, and insurers fo
cstablish pew rules for dealing
with thwese new challenges.

Conservation, Preservation and the
Exploitation of Natural resources

The United Republication
Party is committed to respon-
sible and accountable stew-
ardship of the nation's natural
resources. Guyana has vast
uniouched Maiural Fesources
in the form of flora and fau-
na. This must be protected at
all cost. The way to do so s
fo educate our citizens about
what is comgervalion and al-
low them te trust their innate
good sense and decency of
being Guyanese people to do
S0

URP will develop Private/
Public partnerships, rather

than give our lands to foreipn. _

entitles iy P OUr MESOUrces.

URP will ensure we get back

on a common frack, so that
bath the people and their gov-
ernment can jointly focus on
harnessing and utilizing our
matural resowrces in the most
efficient manner. URP affirms
that economic prosperity and
environmental protection can
and must advance together.
Progperity should give our
society the ability fo advance
environmental  profection,
and a thriving natural envi-
sonment enhances the quality
of life that makes prosperity
warthwhile.

URP belicve the government's
main role should be to pro-

vide market-based incentives
tev imnovate and develop the
new technologies for Guya-
nese to engage in regulated
exploitation of owr natural re-
sowirees and emsure that envi-
ronmental standards are met
in that pursuit.

URF'S believes that the Gov-
ernment derives its legitima-
oy fromi Ihe |'N-.u:|]'.||u. u.|1d F5
such should seek the peoples
cooperation in reaching con-
semsus on matters vital to the
security and well-being of the
people. We should

waork

-
5

41F|-
era-
tively to ensure
that our nafural re.
sources and environ-
mental policies reflect
the particular needs of geo-
graphic regions, localities and
the residents thereaf,

Matural resource and envi-
ronmental policies  should
tocus on achieving results —
cleaner air, water, and land
managenment — nol r.rufl:in;;
buresucratic  processes  and
forcefully appropriating what
belongs to the governments

. Menvironmen-

S \:\‘dml'ﬂt the asso-
: . T, S,

and the bocalities. Where re
source  and  envirommental
standards are violated, the
government  shoukd apply
consistent enforcement. We
TEI.'I.IEl'IiM that the wery nadure
of resource and environmen-
tal comcerns at times regquire
government  Intervention
However, we affirm that a
r.'u.||!ur¢ o HI.L'EIH.‘iI'lEl’J BT -
ic growth and progress can
be cultivated whent h e
government and lo- Calities
are freed to demon- strate
their unique abili- fties o
manage local re- Ssources
clated

L Bro blems
Tocal Jev-

sary

over- \ |
slghtly) H
via tax- T\
levies, roy- |
ties,  legis-
lations and
ulations.

Guyana Tourist Industry - A
Sleeping Giant.

Tourism Is one of the most
untapped natural rescurce
that is available in Guyana.
Under a URP lead Govern-
ment, this Natural resource
will be given the impetus to
become a major earner for
the Guyana economy and
one which must be given
focus as it relates to protec-
tion and exploitation of this
most valuable resource of
Our country.

UPR  Administration will
waork with the various stake-
holders, locally and inter-
nu.ti-::-nu'll:.- 0 ensure  the
infrastructure is in place to
jumpstart a viable Eco Tour-
sm. Ome of the most im-
portant aspects that are im-
peding '||‘|E ﬂevu]upﬂnen! |1f
tourism is security and the
confidence that Guyana is
secure, A URP lead Admin-
istration will engender in

the security forces a sense of
real service and protection
and a well-planned tourism
sensation plan will be devel

oped to educate Guyanese
about tourism. At the mo-
ment tourism is being devel-
oped in lsolation, this must
change and change quickly
if the indusiry is 1o he a sus-
=1

There must be paralle]l de-
velopment of the infra-
afructure and the education
of the various stakeholders
im the service industry and
cltizens as a whole towards
tourism, especially in terms
-::nf I.1E]'|ﬂ'|"iLII.'ill arms. TI"IfI
growth of the tourism indus-
try in Guyana must be guid-
ed by a Master Plan which
will be formulated after
a”-errl.hmcing o lation
with stakeholders, Areas 1o
be looked at will involve the

following Institutions, Min-
istries  and  Organizations

which must all contribute
to the plan in a harmonious
way.

Armong the stakeholders will
he=

* The security forces
- This is one of the most crit-
fcal factor in the process of
reshaping a tourist perspec
tive for Guyana.

* The Ministry of
Works and Infrastructure -
This ministry must work with
the relevant stakeholders o
ensure first and foremost that
a well thought out plan is in
place to bridge and construct
roads o every Administrative
region in Gu}'anu.

* The Hotel Industry
. The Airport Author-
ity

. The Cruise lines of
the w:ﬂd

* THAG

. Ministry of Health

. Banking & Financlal

institutions




Agriculture in a Modern and Safe Guyana

Guyana the Bread Bashet af the
Caribbean, Under a URP Jead
Administration the dream will
be fimally pealized. It b5 univer-
sally known that agricalnare & af
the heart of justifiable economic
growth, The criminal neglect of the
aﬁrmﬂlunim:lnrnnd deliber-
ale disinlerest in diversify farming
solutioms that wark,
In all cur agrarien policies and
mes, the URP will be
Ly thee fedbonwing primciples
- Dty Free Concesian
for Agricuitumal Machinery
. Dhaty Free concession
for agriculrural 5
. [haty tpee
fued

¢ OB EER NN Dur

Guyana agriciuliure,
prosperity depends ol only on
damestic consamiptian, but, in &
Iagnmm‘c.nn expansion to the

| enarkets, Guyana i farta-

mabe in that we have span of ferile
land and disributed production of
unfuchbk farm produce. A URP
| government is determined o
tarp Guyana inbe an ugri-:ulmn]
powerhouse for the Cardbbean in
particular and the woeld at Lange.
Our Government will engage in
bilateral amd global negotiations
o apen key trade markets in
consamer natins. We will focus
on production for domestic con-
sumpition, while tying expoet pro-
duce to target mearkels, nol as an
afterthought, but fram the drawing
board A URF led government will
|'urt|.1||arl!.' focus on apening the
éhmmdmd Aslan markets

ma and [ndi, while not
rseglu{[lﬁg hory prochuce fior the Eu-
ropean and American comtinenls.

We reaffirm our strong
suppoet for agricultural research,
Imchading Motech and  blomass

research, and for a permanent pe-
search ared dL'\wdupm-ml lax redik
Wi realfirm our suppart for coop-
erative parinerships between
emment, local gevernments and
private lindowners for the conser-
vation aof our soil, water and bio-
logical ressumces on private land
‘The government wark wilh
the Regional Adminisiration 1o
z.n:hFﬂ water qlulil'r' standards that
rely on the best schence and im-
plementation of best management
practices.

W calll for the review or
elimination of nt.ﬂd:.heddl:.ns that
hai the adaptation of agricul
ture to the dcnwptn; ard B":m
nitles of & new cenfury, %mw]
restrictions on fanm, livestock and
dairy products capable af driving
up consumier prices and pemal-
imng productive farmers will be
discouraged. In order to ensune &
competitve market, scoursée and
apen meporting af farm, bwestock
and dary producis will be re-
quired by lae.

‘There is much more i
rumal Guyana than farming. ani-
mal hushandry, and foresiry, Tht
kind of ecomomic dewdopmi
it generates rausi]t mlammg
jobs is critical to small owns and
rumal communilies. We recagnize
ihe special dﬂTIm;ges.ﬂ'ﬂ' face in
warking for good schools, aoces-
sible health care, docent housing,
safe drinking water and wiaste dis-
posal, and serviceable 1 vtz
ticm. The government should be an
active partner withs loscal ent#ties in
huat , espacially in advanc-
Iz, IE: aw.d.l.LJ';-}'ofdu: [nitermet
ani modern 1¢1cf1:immunmmﬁ
techmolagy in rumal Guyam,
is an en dﬁkr 1 the agrarian revo.
Tutian.

Energy and Infrastructure

The challenge with energy and
infrastructure delivery in Guy
ana i the over centralization of
such services by the government
planners. To combal this will
require a national energy and
infrastructure strategy — and a
URP Administration will work
with the natiomal assembly to
put in place the Infrastructure
that will:

- Take an objective look
il Hydro Power that will benefit
Guyana currenl energy supply
s and projected need for the
exl gene ration.

- I the shori term in-
troduce first time small-scale

energy lease permits to encour-
age regulated small business
investment in Use importation
andl marketing of small guan-
tities of the energy products Lo
communities.

* Expand the tax credin
for renewable emergy sources
Lo include the establishment of
Salar Farms in hinterland areas
a5 an immediate reliel for sup-
ply of energy to ensure indus-
trial grawth.

We affirm that a decentraliza-
tion of the nation's energy in-
dustry is the key to efficient and
Competitive delivery of such
services to the people.

TRANSPORTATION, ROAD, RAILWAY
AND BRIDGE INFRASTRUCTURE:

Commerce &5 at the heart of
oar economy, and the transpor-
tation infrastruciure is #s main
artery. Withoul safe and efficient
transpart, the sconomy dechines.
Maintaining that vital infrastruc-
ture has .:]'wz:,-: been, in part, a
gw'crnmem responsibility, and

UIRP willl ensure this happens.
The URP will undertake a strategy
that will enable a Trans-Regicmal
Foad way amd Railroad across the
I;'ngh amdl bresdth of I.']u.:rnna.
Starting with the most need areas

which will allow once again the
inlernal exchange of goods and

duces 1o consumers in all ten
administrative regions, stretching
tor hintertamd waterways and riv-
ra, The rail and roads network
will be complemented with Avia-
Linn measures which will include
the huilding of airstrip at str.n:gin:
|ecatians. URP will ¢ :rn.pimm-
vestment i transportation assets
5 4 cornersbane of the econommy
I::E;J. indesd, as a national Wy of

GOVERNMENT FOR THE PEOPLE - PRINCIPL LEADERSHIP

In a URP bed government, Guy
anese have a good case o
timistic. This gemeration can
r.\]dlljr.\l Guyana to thrive amid great
chamge — chanpe in the economy,
infrastruchire  delivery, domes-
tic low enforoement, the puiil'lca|
structure, technology, and the
military.
The URP strategy is
‘j;lt It is 2 strategry that recadls
lonal truths about power
and adieals and applies them to
vt winaded mnrkj."lpluls. o]
e diptomacy and the high-tech
arena. A URP administratson will
use power wisely, set priogities,
craft peeded institutions of open-
nem and freedoen, and invest in
the futuse. A URP Administra-
tion will encoursge 2 unity af na-
tiomal governance that has so lang
been absent, We see a confident
Guyara unifed In the fellowship
of who bead us We envision the
restoration of a nespeched Guyana
leadership fiemly grounded i a
distinctly Guyana naticnalism.
Trust, prde, and re-
: we pledge to restore these
E:a]ﬂ-.smﬂwwa!. Guryamese view
cir povernment. B is the mest
important tasks and reflects the
overwhelming desire of our ot
Izens for fundamental d]l.nEe m
the Cooperative Republic of Guy-

Al
The templates o nsake
this bappen are readily available, in
the vismonary keadership o open a
W era nchr'n-ir:r and fresdoan,
making government citizen-cen-
tered, results-oriented, mnd, whene
possible, entrepreneur-based This
will sound masagement af
public resources leading o un
precedented surphises.  Services
will ke Emy rm:uf Waste willl be
reduced. Tames will e minkmined,
We  shall  emcoursge
gowernment and local government
partnerships 1o create a vibrant
Giyana:  providing  information
and services 1o the public via the

Internet.  {Citizens can conduct
business  with ernment by
I|n|§; an-line instead af wasting
Inline, We will e-power
citizens at all levels of government.
And we will reguire government
ncies 1o use on- line pracices

1o deal with the masses.

The URF  leadership
mcognlpes that the Guyana citi-
nenry s suffered abuse, intrusion
and bullying af the hands of the
povernment or its organs, which
continue unsbated to this dae
We, therefore, commit to provide
structural and
Caonstitational protection for the
Guyanese | arairel govern-
ment abuse, intrusion and bully.
g

Under the LIRF, the
ernment must adapt to the chal-
henges of the g era, There ane too
many departments and agencies
with competing rams thal
waste resources and fail 1o deliver
the ponds numerous economic
development programs, countless
education programs in many dif-
ferent agencies at exorbitant cost
1o the nation and numerous job
trairiirg progranumes in many dif-
ferent

W intend to downsize
poverminent making mingsters do
what their ane supposed o da, sim-

v by ensuring that all agencis
ing about accountahility.

A URP led Admin-
tetration will run the povermment
mrich Hie & responsive and efficient

nizalion. Hureaucracy will be
anil consdersed in sive, be-

'nni113 ol il upper echelons, and
wards throughoul s strala,

I public services can be deliversd
mare efficlently and less expensively
thrceugh the private sector, they will
bee pei A URP governnsent
will establish acoountahility, revward
performance, put civility and cus-
toaner focus badk nto the civil and
pudic services, and restore dignity
and ethrics to the Public Service.

Constitutional & Folltlcal Reform

The Guyana Constiba-
tiom, in spate of all #ts many shoat-
falls, does guarantee indispensable
democratic freedoms of speech,
press, and asseciation, and, the

ight Lo pelition owr governmeni.
E.I-IEJ;| URF affirms that any regula-
tiom of the pcﬂiliﬂl process must
rml:mfnng,: upon the riylu of the
people to full participatson in the
political process. The principal

cure for the ills of democracy i
greater participation in the polit-
Ical process by more cit izene.

Preserve the right of

every imdividual and all groups
— whether for us or against s
— Lo express their opinsons and
wilvecate their izaes. We will not
allowr any anm of government o
restrict this comstitutiomally guar-
anbeed right.

A Military for the
Twenty-Flrst Century

A strong and well-trained Gay-
an military is the best pusranbes
of peace with our neighbors. It
is the shield of freedom, safety,
amd prosperity. Only 2 Presi
dent, as Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces, can ensure
that our militery stands resdy
to defend Guyana and triumph
againsl any opposiion.

The URP lead Gowern
ment will commit 1o rebuilding
the Curyana military maintain-

ing & non-political, professional

military under complete civil au-
thority, A military committed to
strength and purpose, a military
commitled 1o serving its people.
Undler @ URP Government we
will see the Milstary working in
Foad Construction, I'.Ieuﬂnpi
the infrastrachure of Roads an
Ralhways in Guyana, The Military
will collsborate with the Guyana

Palice Force to conduct patrol of

our porous borders. A military
with identifuble imprints on
the national economy and a key

player in the natbons war against
crime and drug trafficking.
We will turn the military into a
real 'ﬁﬂhﬂing force with highly ac-
tive professional component,
The professional compenent will
b wisard as an arganized and co-
ordisated resource to leap frog
{m:ﬁml. it key technologies ol
inderest Lo the military and refe-
vamt to its abjectives,
A URP government will pursue
initistives to transform Guy-
anas defemse capabilities for o
inlbrmation age, ensuring that
Guyana armed forces remain
aramont ins  emergin
Enngﬂs. [J'H.;iclm'es. Ih:tplﬁ
order to spcceed as a nation, we
must align our miitary power
wilh the strengths of the Guyana
sociely amd vice versa, develap
ing and sharing skills, technal-
agy. and the integration of fast-
paced systems inbo our mutual
networks, Both civil and military
resources mwust have a shared
and coordinated goal. We can no
barsger afford a military, which is
entirely parasitic to the society
While we dare not forget that the
strength of the military les with
the combal soldier, sailor, amd
airman, we musl nol also forget
that technology & now the deci-
sive ace in modern warfare. This
is our vision of the New Military
in the New Guyana
In peneral, Guyanese are not
roud of their current armed
veces. The military faces grow-
ing problems in readiness and
marale, end It ks not clear that
they are prepared for the threats
af the futune
The Gutlau:. military
under the leadership of a URP
government will focuws on its
most demanding task — fight-
ing and winnlng in combat
Readimess prevents wars. Also,
by being prepared for this most

exacting mission with an un-

common sense of wrgency, aur
military will know, unlike Luli:.!.'
that its loyalty and self-sacrilice
have meaning and purpose. We
will challenge Guyana’s military
leaders to envision a new archi-
tecture of Guyama defense for
decades 1o come. (e that will
balance the need to prepare for
information age battles while
kﬁ:pin our conventional ﬁgﬁht-
ing skills second to none in the
South America,
Inn the twenty-first cemury Guy-
ana’s forces must be agile, lethal,
readily deployable, and require a
minimum at Insim cal SUppart.
They must alsa be Full:r pre-
pared for possible enemy use of
weapois of mass destruction. To
build such a military forces will
require foresight and steadiast
commitmend. We must be will-
ing to act now b gi\rc the next
neration of Guyamese what
they will need to protect our
country. This will also require
a new spiril of innovation. URP
bedieves that our milifary lead-
ers will welcome and meet these
challemges. To demonstrate that
a new approach to the nation’s
delense can shape the fulure
with new concepls, new sirate.
, arl new resalve,
URF will strengthen ils Reserve
Undt as an invportant companent
of the pations miltary readimess,
and we will nsaintain their strengtih
in each Region. Their role as citizen
soldiers is to link every compmumni-
tv im the country with the cause
of nathonal secarity. We suppont
the sdvancement of woenen in the
military and their exemption from
groand combat units. By the pal-
icles we have enumersied so far,
v will put renewed en'rphms om
encouraging the best and brightest
of eur young people o join our
arrncd fumn.

Pillar 27
Sports-based youth development
Under a URP Government

Sport under a Unibed Republican
Farty (UBF) Governmemt will
not oaly Focus on develapment
af sport facilities for the various
din:l]:l:lne: nd'sp-anﬂ:: MELSI Ve em-
phasis will be placed en devel-
aping the individuals and their
ilities to effectivilly enswre
that Guyana a8 a country i in the
mix in relations to sport at the
national, regional and interna-
tronal levels,
LIRF believe that while we need
o improve facilities for sport
in Guyana in terms of build
ing comveniences, parallel em
phasis must be given to the
dcwlnpmenr and murhuring a
madern concepiual framewark
in which “sports-based youth
development programs” are im-
plemented. Sports-based youth
development programs are oul-
af-school-fime programs that
will be used in & number of sport
disciplines to facilitate kearning
and life skill development in
vauth starting from nursery.
Youths in Guyana under 2 URP
Grovernmient will be :I:raﬂ:gu:all}'
idemlified in terms of their abili-
ties to perform in specific discl-
plines at am carly ap

Thmugh & well-structared :.-m.ﬂh
cducation development program
developed in collaboration with
the Minisiry of Education and
the Ministry af Culture, Youth
and Sports, students in Primary,
Secomdary and at the Tertiary
lewels wll.iybc given the apporta-
ity i cxcel in sports and at the
sare Lime be assured that their
are academically fortified as well
as equipped with the skills neces-
sary ko perform at the top af their
game

A URP Government will sum-
men the human resource skills
of retired spartsmen and wam-
en, nal only in Ganyana but will
draw from the pocd of expertise
regionally and internagiconally,
to emsure that the proficiencies
of gports in Guyana reach and
maintain  international  stan-
dards. A URP Government will
E:ue special privileges and tax
reaks to sports men and wom-
en who have represented Guyana
internationally. House and land
will be provided for these sth-
letes, and business will be devel
oped within the sportx arena to
enswre the commercialization of
their respective disciplines
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