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]973 Elecﬂions .m Cuyana ’(Sold by M1chael Fordye”B'ook-




jbec'ome- the m o rovcc-slal subject 1

October 17, 1973 when Mr. L.F2'S :Burnh m deli
‘address at the official opening of ‘the: Fa ullt
Bulldmo at thc Umverslty of Guyana camp

, “I thmk tha‘t ‘a young ma'n, ora’ oung WOman,
‘in these times, should be exposed: before entering an
rm<: itution of hlgh r learning, . dapecxally if the State
pays for tfhat learning, to the soc'lety and .rgwe serv1ce~

to that somety

of Parllament, asplrant
“yversity ‘would be requlred‘ ‘to enter
'-'nab‘ona] servme after, l‘qavmg secondary chot

F o ‘lt seems -fo me tbat our young peopT_
the secondary lns'tltutlons “ should “be Cprs’e’d*_t‘
- Jeast 12 to 14 monhs of - natflonéﬂf‘zis. "r".'\'/_iigé:'_“‘fs}b“ ;
could understand how the farmer thrmlqs 'so they co
ch]oy the b‘eau hes of Guyaxna b :

. i“J'He -warned that alﬂ'xough the prescn't"'xsesmo i
.',Umve.rslty of Guyana had aire'ady ‘begun, those studtents

: ‘would onhy" temporanly cbcapc thc new pohcy

S5 Soon after zhese ut‘terano°s, opposhtlon groups | bcgan"
; Ifodcrmo their _protasts. The'» People:s' Progres&vel Party "
: ~charged ‘the’ PT\TC regime. with moving "o “stif]e higher edu-
~ cation in the country and conde'mned the propoescd najion-
“a] service as a’ poh‘hcal weapon to ha chet militants from’
the ‘academic maLnstr.°am and pre:ven’cmor them from rcach—
ing the Unl‘versl,ty ' - : Lt

; Twcﬂve to- elgh‘teen months of natlonal serv!cc sta’bdﬂz}'
the PPP ‘“‘can ‘only be regarded. thh grave: su5plc1on‘ Thcrcw‘,').
are s.rong posslb ilities that they may be used as a ‘means
of: restricting @nroliment a(n.d ehmma‘tmg from future stu-

‘dent bodies :lhoge “who refuse . to toe the PNC line. In a

. lcountry that has abandoned democnatic elections, such a
move .can only be regarded as repressive and smacking of
furth.er discrimina’ion’ ‘
’Y-\l the PPP press conference on Oclioher 20, it was .
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onal’ ser\nce 'to COV\,I‘

chaliended the reason put‘ forward bv Burnharn 'that com-"
p‘ulsary national service would be Jntroduced in order ‘bat
prospective - St'udents would . be(:om° - acquainted - wlh the
problems of Guyarba “We be]ﬂeve “said the editorial, ““hat
the majority of students m)plv ng “for ‘admi tance to “the
-:»Umversx\y of Guyana have a falr idea of the ptoblemxs of
- life in Guyana. Most of them come from poor: famllle:s and a
' great number of UG Studn“n s have to work fOr a 11v'mg

: ‘The sons and‘ dauor‘nters of well: \0 d: parens ‘on the
tho iversity edueauon oo’ abroad) We' are
“c;ﬂrtam that a census of “he economc pom*lon of UG stu-
dents will réveal’ thaq the majoryy are all too fami liar with -
ihle economic problems of Guyana foe what will thegy learn
by taking 'hem out ‘in- the bush and havmor them do free
labo«ur for the - bankrupt government whlch should be em-
‘ 'Oylnc the unemp]oyed unskilled workﬁ’rs for such tasks-
gt “What we do believe is. l!ikely is thal the’ PNC regime
t""ils lookmg for new? methodfs »of restrict dng admusmn to. the
University - of Guyana. I’ fgars the arowth of . anti-govern-
ment feelrng at the University, whneh_ls _}lnevl.t,ab]‘, ‘under
’exw*mg conchtlons Behind he threat 'o‘f'd ":i"]Z:'IS months
pdrlod‘ of compulsory nat*&onall' service for UG stude nts 18,
the greater danger of entrance res’ rction which cou]d ]ead
to even greater dlﬁcnmma 1'on than tha ‘hxch now exists
in Guyana.- A ! :

_ - “That thls 1mpormn matter wal bq deaded by parlia-
 ment is as comical ‘as it is - s*ragh, "That thar sel&f-ampoeed
 group caliing 'xtself the parllamen ' will ‘decide on such an
lmportam 1ssue exposes once -again that Guyana 1s hvltng
: und,er a ‘minority ‘government that cannot claim o ha’ve
' 'daned 1>fs position from The support of the peop]:e ;
: ‘The Liberator Party “which “won’ two seats in the
J Iy 16, ]973 elecfaons athacked the‘ane Mlmsters pro-
‘posals as a waste of manpower "“In‘a count“ry such as ours’
~stated ‘the leerator Party, “where more than 100,000 are
,u‘nemployed where the ma]or’lty of the unemployed are
‘unskllled and where over 60% of rthe populafion is iinder
; 1
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w uId have to go Lhrougn Ya’pr
'order ko re{tam t,he;lr Jobs <

_"he toid thg PNCz
'b>e no questuon of . obtauylng
out. havmg fll’St: gone throuwh N

cuss;non in the thiondl ASSembly on ‘_Ja.nuary 9

‘,Uum‘ng the one day ‘debate’ (there Is 'no real: oppo«ﬂnon 111
parliament. f‘OMOWInO’ the boycott by the - Peopﬂxes ;ongnes-
sive: Party) ‘housands, of placard'. carryan,demonstlattor33
_'V01ced their protests outside parlllamegt build hgs, Achamtﬂng :
‘No 'Nat; bnal Service”. The: demonsiratiions w 13
polecal cultural trdde union. and Barmeﬂs ‘yforgamsatlons,.f,..
»pax‘tlc}pasmn “made " clear the people’s: feehngs ‘about “Na=

titonal Servnce Those joining the d{emwons rations - lnclluded;,}‘;‘;i
the PPP, . ASCRIA, People’s Democratic Movement, Guyr..
ana. Councﬂl 6f - Indian Organisations, . thel Liberator Party, -
Clvﬂr leertaqs Act1 on Council, Mc{v*ement Against - Oppres-

slom, “Rice. Producerq _ Assocnh'on, - '‘Guyana - Agricul ural -

WO!YLGI‘S Umon Plo"reswve Youth Oro*amsatron"""the Uni-
ted -Sad’r Islamic; Anjuman, - .aﬂv Guyana  Public’ Serwcu,‘ i

Workers - Unfon, | ‘he Mdhd, ma Gamdhsl Orcanlsatlon and

the Womens Prooretsswe Or<ramsat on.




1mng thc ‘course Uf
: NaUODdl Bervice:;
chches aboult @ 1(1nmm<r the Jas
new type collongalism’, 'ownershlp and
ra] resources’” and cven used *'hispory to.stry: ‘to,
he 1mpqsl§10n of wpational. strvlce wx!thout *the consen,
ﬂ'ld ma]ority; ; : Righ g,
In 't}ye State Paper presented ‘o the Na.monal Assernbh
it was ironic to.find the ,governmenp talking about equal op= i
portunities when thd nation is wracked and in agony over
rhe whdespnead discrimination and favouritism  that exists. -
“Qur cooperative socialist philosophy™" notes the Stafc Paper’ 5
requlres tha? all Guyanese should be glven equal oppontun-
ities, and ‘that the general system ehould be so0 desiogned as
o ensure ‘tha.. this i is 50. In parlicuiar, economic power should
bq wielded not by a small - group of individuals for their
“own- limited pvurpoue: but by or on behalf of the people for
-he good of all”; This demagogic ianguage ‘was reminiscent
of ithe phoney slogans that have poured out from -the Gov-
;ernment Infarmat.on  Services - of .coopera ive socmhsm ,
“making the* small ‘man‘ a real man” and “‘feeding, housing
a{nd clothlng \the natlon by 1976 - = B ?. C o

, Durmg thd ‘cou»rse of his addresas on Ncu;onah Serv;ce
» Mr. Burnham said that Cuba ~ has " such a national service
- scheme Where it mobil.z=s all. Cubans’’. He failed to note
+hay Cuba hag a revolutionary government fully backed by
~the people, not ;4 minority government which usurped powser
by fraud and has failed to get people’s suppor; or consen:

On- thus pqx’m tthe PPP in a press sta'emeng on Jaruuary
12 1974 'said: ""The Cubar government unlilke the PNC
regime, serves: ,the people and nofi the foreign and local | capl-
talists and rulang -political elite. Because wor “his, overwhelm-
'ing support is tox hcoming. The PPP denounces the PNC s
cynical attempt to bamboozle ihe people by this réference
to the Cuban na ional mobilization, and to compare it with
its own phoney National Service pLans There were no *1,000
Cubans in Guyana’ when the PNC leader tried some 14 years
. ago fio whip up hysteria against the PPP government: they
. wene all in ‘Cuba, helping 'the governmvent to build socialism
in that 1sland The Cuban peaple are worklno for themselves,
and not, _as in Guyana, being exhorted to use their labour
-power to Jline the pocketg of he PNC millionaires and to
createl a new propertied class” e '




sp“ak of a right and a duly “to W
3 fited by tralnmo to wo'rk3 The s
“" jobs? "And whose faulit ir is that : af‘ter nine - yearsf of
rule, and six yeans of abso.lute poh ical power, “the peopie
are not quathned3 About 309 /o- of the labour force is unem
ployed. Among you*hs the snuauon is worse. :
“The PNC has tailed to build factories, to pr0v1de JObS'
They -alk about agr’xculture Bug aonoultur' 1
parlous state. becauae of l_t_h -poliotgs: - of_i' :
*fsequent;ly, u;rban consumers suffner from nshortage
: ,rek of about, 27
so*nsayc\ar g i
Ihousands of. farmers cannot get‘ A plot ofﬁ',hand on
: the coast. Thay talk abou. the himerlanld because t‘hey have .

failed to drain and jrrigate coastal lands. An:d in 1 he ingerior, .

“they have negﬂected‘ ithe Amemnd‘xa;n\s, fekw settjlrements
“they have established lie dn rains, ... :

‘ “Thel fact is primary .schools ! an

~equipped and overcrowded. Ihere af_;:‘ no plaq 'i
40,000 children. The PN(/ regime hab .admm*tad fthat thre
quari ers of primary schiiol leavers are unabhe to read pL_
perly. There ard not enough . ‘places in t‘echmcal institute
the Agricul ural (oll(‘ge and the: Umvers&ty of Guyana Ad
. there is a brain drain — trained personnel is-leaving. Th1s
is because of fmstly, political - and racial discfiminations
secondly, corruptxon 5c1umndermanla ne(p*oflsam and favoul"
itism,” v . )

A petition signe :d by the C1v11 L1bertles Ac fon Councu e
the People’s Progressive DParty, the Lﬂbera or Party, the
People’'s Democratic Movement, the Unived Sad'r Islamic
Anjuman, the Mahatma (wmc”n Orga)msatlon 'he Move-
ment Against Oppression, the Guyana Rice Prodmccrs Asso-
cia ton and the Guyana I’u})hc Sdrvlo° WOrkers Umon
which was presented to ‘l.he Government pmnted out th
uncons itutionality of National Serwce/ The- pe,_ltlon dd-‘

clared ithat it violates Article 6 (3) (d) Wl’ﬂch staes

that no person shall be required to parfor'm forced labour
except under very specinl circumstances.




hie pe.m'mn u]\u «l: ‘nounced the

: atlonal fmSc‘n ice, which makes™it obL{Oatoly for the

lhc Umniversity of (Juydna o givie ,‘naAt; wal Sers
15 thepe fun Qcotreion, a nlethod Of obtalnmt‘f hlb .
‘A-,.alabourby force in ordes 1o enjoy a 110ht 2 the r]orht to: thf:
fullest use of the facily s I)r()\l(lt“d by _Lhe ;s,a, e:40 "

' ‘he has paid i.x.xm

It is a deviee by llu I’N‘C regime . th(.h ulklmate‘l
will deprive all ol their rigchts ~— the right to fre,edom of
movement, the rlghl to dwssent, the right to freedom of ‘as- -

sembly, efc. — on various pretexts. We therefore call -on
‘ the citizens of Guyana to resist the ‘mtloducnon of this mea%’:
‘ surei by all means at their dlprSdl g e

: While . massive demonstrations were gomg on aroumd
“the Publlc Buildings When the State Pdper on Natl'onal Ser-. -
.vice wasipresented to the’ Nablonal Assepmb]y there werc;'
two ‘days of dcmonatratlons in Anna Regina, . hssequlbo, ion
the islands of Leguan. and ~Wakenaam, - at Canals Poldcr,
Vreed: sen-Hoop," Blaxrmont New Amsterdam and in the
Corentyne ThrOth'out the. country areas, *here ‘was. a suo-f"
cessful two-day - boycott of ,the schoo]gs : :

o jThousands of posters were put up all ovef (ruyan‘a} ——
| INO_NATIONAL - SERVICE. DOWN WITH FORCED -
ABOUR" I .

“ Other orgamsatlons, too, cxpr.essed thelr abh‘orrence (vaf!'j‘j'"
e schemey The Unlver51ty of - Guyana Students’ Sople‘y"‘ -
ondemned Natlonal Seche as “a ‘mew form of ‘slavery In
its - official publication; “THE STUDENT” :the Soclcty at=
tacked National Service ‘as a V’lO{:&HO*} of the rlgh*s of the

citizens of Guyana and asked \Vhy nshoulfd it be a: cr'tena 3
for admission to the UG-

“The Group of " the Progressive  Youth O{rganlsatlon i
(PYO) at the University of Guyana added new ponus to

‘the arguments -against National Service. It referred to thc ]
‘State Paper's promise to train farmers, calling this™ “bare-

faced hypocrisy”. “In 1966 when our rice farmers ¢ame 1o :
"Cxeoraetown to ask for increased pricep, in order to take S
care of the n:cedjs of their children, the PNC regime let ey
loosel police diogs ‘on them Conld. this “same regdmré which ! s]
showed such hatred to our farmers be so genuinely inter-
esfed In training young farmers in National Scrva)’ the B
youth group abked " 5




1

"taLd a perlod of nat.lonal s°rv1ce ‘The Ui PYO group
reference to. the prormse that 2 W

; u‘sed to’ deve]op thie interior and pr‘lnted to ”ne gross'n__ ey
of the Amerindian popula.hon and the refusa‘l to. cr‘zve th
titles to thexr l.ands P e, i

: In the. face of Quch w1de°Dr‘ead and ﬁ*roncr disapproval
of the scheme the PNC recﬂme backed down temporarlxly on
- the issue of compu]sorv natiomal service mdt&a*}no that th
" main branch, the P]Oneer ‘Corr)s is lnfended bobe’ compulsor
;"but in the lthal stages it H}_be voluntary ‘

- How Natlcmal Servlce ‘w111 be Comstmtutedb
The Young anrade chﬂdren ‘betwéen 8 ,and

within ‘primary Qchools i'“_\Nallonal Se’rv‘lce “on Week%"
“ends and holidays. i

Th Natlonal (,dde‘r Corps

age in- post'—pmmary ed.ucw; ona\I notltu mns
ary, techmcal ’lpprtht’lceshqp and proﬁuchv{ty)

The New Oppm tunity Corps: For Guyanese up’ to ‘th
age of ]6 n’ reform qchools :

(d) Pioneer ( orps. A - year perlod of trammo w'lth ’(he,
Guyana Defepee Foree for all between ages of 18 and"
25 Compulﬁnry, but vol!untary in 1n1t1al stacres‘-"-~

(e) The = Special Scrvice Corps. For professnona]q : an‘c‘]’
’ skilled ‘Guyanese for p(‘!flods up to. 8 wie eks e‘vel’y 5
years. ' : i b

o “nun'llww ol reagons  have bee;'n expressdd for o
positton to the Nalional Sorvice gcheme and *hesc can: beA
summarised as [ollows: v

. No consensus the PNC regime. got ‘ln‘ o pOWer w1’thf
out the conseant of the people 2k rigged - e‘]\“c“lons and‘
militay takeover of the ballot })OXC'S thel ma}omt G
Ciuvancae o nol aree 1o Nationa] Servme

No real neerd for National Serwcewno emergency,‘now.
theeat 1o the nabion; no need to moblhze 'the peopﬂe to;
By enemy o pedist invasion. :




le’xrn ng'

Thc : sl\illm;' tra ningy, “mvﬂu‘t—jo’lﬁ'.
éﬂuox v owhich the  State [’u\i)ﬁr"i on.
vdxvca- as reasons  lor its introduction’ ’
Teve (I Throu I) our sc¢ hool sysiem x by a d g
nical e Adpine to primary and se('onde-‘ry sch
é'xp“\mlimf the technical schools. Teachers could >be
‘rained .m(] otienied to teach students through t
ers trainming, if that is what they want. Thus method 18

more effl(:l:(,ni and inexpensive.
4. If it is intended to break open the interior, 'djévelop :the +
hmterland ‘his can be  achieved better by ——‘ :
(a)_ giving employment to the larcre corps 'of unem-
. ployed;- giving them jobs and restoring 'thexr self
confidence. They could = be employe{d hrough
“the public- works departmmnt '

(b) taking prisoners. ‘to the interior. Condﬂﬁons Would
be healthier for prisoners - and at the same ‘ime
they “could be rehabilitated and - make a posltlve
con lrxbuﬂ*ion to bhe economy. G s

£ b (e employ Amermudlans who have the oreatest dlffl"‘ 3
e culhy in 'obtalmng employmen, : e
'15;', The cos! will be proh‘lbytlv“ The country c.amno't affordv X
such 'expendxture ‘besides; there will be - corruptlon massive
“waste and “jobs for the boys”. The basic nseds of the na-
tion are lef® unsolved while money 1is wasted4 on these

pr0]ects\

6. The whole scheme is lntend d to be used as a coercive = .
weapon against the anti-government forces. National Ser- i
vice was originally suggested as a means of restricting entry :
of students to the UG — mainly to cut ‘off :z,rowinw support
. for the PPP. It will also be used as another means of con-
. _trolling job distribution, as done now with jobs golng; ta

PNC card-holders.

Eley all the. facts of the National Service Soheme it
seems cer'ain that this is one more step in the direction of
i the creatqon of ia fasclst one-party state by the PNC res_‘{lme
'-->_'~The people’s r‘ghus are being vlolalted one by one.

The . Peopls’s Proore/sslve Party has called on the Guy—
: anese people #6 rally together to resist and con inue 1ts firm
opposﬂlon to +his latest threat
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